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Cheryl  Cox  shows  a  snake  skin  that  friends  skinned  in  Burkina  Faso  where  she 
and  her  husband  Larry  work  in  agriculture. 


Missions  conference 


Youths  admonished, 
‘Be  open  to  calling’ 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


Home  Mission  Board  staffer  Esther  arriving.  One  ship’s  captain  refused 
Burroughs  told  a  group  more  than  260  the  gift  and  was  rude  to  the  kids.  The 
high  school  students  from  across  next  day  the  captain’s  wife  phoned.  .  ^  ' 

Mississippi  that  a  “complete  stop”  is  asking  to  speak  to  the  church  pastor 
necessary  to  “discover  what  your  in-  She  said  she  couldn’t  sleep  after  hear-  H|R 
volvement  ought  to  be  in  missions.”  ing  of  the  group’s  attempt  at  kindness. 

Mrs.  Burroughs,  assistant  director  Said  Mrs.  Burroughs,  “She  saw  the  y  ' 

of  the  HMB’s  Special  Mission  love  of  God  wrapped  in  a  box  of  v 

Ministries  Department,  was  speaking  cookies.”  Esther  Burroughs,  a  staffer  with  the 

to  the  Youth  Missions  Conference,  Home  Mission  Board,  brought  several 

Bob  Simmons,  former  missionary  messages  of  involvement  to  the  youthful 
to  Hong  Kong,  now  a  faculty  member  participants, 
at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  told  the 
story  of  the  beginning  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  movement  in  Acts  13,  where 
Pajiil  and  Barnabas  were  sent  out. 

“Decisions  have  to  be  made,”  he  said, 

“Some  went,  some  sent .  .  .”  He  told 
the  youth  to  be  “open  to  the  calling 
and  prepare  their  lives  for  the  call- 

acknowledge  (God),  and  listen  to 

what  ol^rs  ^y  abwt  their  lives  ”  she  Mrs.  Burroughs  told  the  youths  to 
su^^ted.  Look  for  ways  to  be  in-  ..^tart  listening  to  your  world  with 
volved  in  your  wrld.  heart  as  well  as  your  ears  and 

rs.  Burroughs  said  she  sent  a  h,  how  you  can  use  the  gift 
group  of  young  people  on  a  mission  ^od  has  given  you  ” 
trip  to  Ocean  City,  Md.  The  group  '  ’ 

decided  to  m^e  it  an  energy-free  trip.  The  conference  included  sessions 
They  would  ride  their  bicycles  to  the  with  missionaries  from  around  the 
site  (a  day  away),  sleep  on  the  floor,  world  and  music  led  by  Byron  Cutrer 
use  no  electricity  —  even  to  eating  on-  of  First  Church,  Greenville,  and  David 
ly  cold  sandwiches.  They  decided  to  Raddin  of  First  Church,  Brandon, 
make  a  present  to  the  city  of  a  Missibnaries  included  Cheryl  Cox, 
cleanup  TTiey  picked  up  hag  after  bag  Burkina  Faso ;  Debbie  Gilbert,  sum- 
of  refuse.  The  city  paper  featured  mer  missionary  to  Jordan;  Scotty 
them  on  the  front  page 


From  left  are  youths  from  First  Church,  Biloxi,  getting  fresh  air  between  sessions 
at  the  Youth  Missions  Conference  at  Gulfshore:  Julie  Narbo,  Evelyn  Minton.  Tina  Ross, 
and  Michelle  Jarrett 


“She  saw  the  love  of  God 
wrapped  in  a  box  of  cookies.” 


A  panel  of  missionaries  are  introduced  to  participants  at  the 
Youth  Missions  Conference  by  D.  P  Smith  (far  right),  consul¬ 
tant  on  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  Staff  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  From  left  they  are  Bob  Simmons, 
formerly  missionary  to  Hong  Kong,  now  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary;  Cheryl  Cox,  Burkina  Faso;  James  Young, 


Bangladesh;  Mary  Simmons,  formerly  Hong  Kong;  Scotty 
Goldman,  former  journeyman  to  lawman,  Debbie  Gilbert,  sum¬ 
mer  missionary  to  Jordan;  and  Jim  Slack,  Philippines.  Miss 
Smith  was  to  be  appointed  Tuesday  to  serve  as  an  artist  in 
Ivory  Coast,  West  Africa 


40  members, 
40  baptisms 

BUDAPEST  —  Hungarian  Baptists 
had  an  extraordinarily  high  atten¬ 
dance  at  their  annual  conference  the 
last  week  of  March  when  290  out  of  300 
possible  delegates  and  100  guests 
gathered  in  Budapest. 

In  his  first  report  as  president  of  the 
Union  Janos  Viczian  emphasized  the 
calL^ftj|y|ngelism  and  brought  the 
kfifflev^f  330  baptisms  in  1964,  the 
number  of  baptisms  during 
iMMt  ten  years.  One  church,  with  a 
pluvious  membership  of  40,  bajptized 


40  persons. 
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May  19  for  day  of  prayer 


The  presidents  of  all  of  the  state  sent,  six  agreed  with  the  concept  is  the  feeling  that  we  are  so  well 
conventions  within  the  Southern  Bap-  ahead  of  the  meeting;  and  the  other  organized  that  we  can  get  along  for 
tist  Convention  framework  have  call-  eight  agreed  with  the  idea  upon  being  awhile  without  the  Lord’s  help, 
ed  upon  Southern  Baptists  to  establish  contacted  during  the  course  of  the  We  can’t  do  it.  It  just  won’t  work. 
May  19  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  meeting.  And  we’ve  run  out  of  time. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention,  which  is  Pickering  is  to  be  commended  for  The  entire  statement  by  the  state 
June  11,  12,  and  13.  ,  initiating  this  gathering  of  Southern  convention  presidents  follows. 

The  presidents  met  last  week  at  St.  Baptist  Convention  leaders  for  this  Statement  issued  by  presidents  of 
Louis  in  a  meeting  set  up  by  Charles  purpose.  Surely  we  stand  in  need  of  state  Southern  Baptist  conventions, 
Pickering,  president  of  the  Mississip-  the  Lord’s  intervention;  and  without  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  April  12,  1985 
pi  Baptist  Convention.  it  we  have  no  hope.  We  have  no  other  Southern  Baptists  have  the  greatest 

Twenty-three  of  the  37  state  conven-  hope  anyway,  but  this  meeting  serv-  opportunity  in  history  to  reach  the 
tion  presidents  were  present  at  the  ed  us  well  in  calling  our  attention  to  wwld  with  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ.  We 
meeting,  according  to  news  reports ;  this.  Southern  Baptists  probably  have  believe  God  will  hold  us  accountable 
and  all  concurred.  Pickering  told  the  more  failings  than  we  are  aware  of, 

Baptist  Record  that  of  the  14  not  pre-  but  one  of  them  of  which  we  are  aware  (Continued  on  page  11) 


Messengers  must  be  elected 


Being  a  messenger  to  the  Southern  Dallas  has  a  wealth  of  hotel  rooms,  but  he  is  not  to  be  instructed  on  how 

Baptist  Convention  in  June  in  Dallas  and  there  are  many  suburban  cities  to  deal  with  them. 

willnotbeaneasy  task.  According  to  with  additional  rooms.  The  question  Then  when  he  gets  to  t];>e  conven- 

how  far  away  someone  have  the  messenger  to 

messengers  will  be  called  upon  to  to  stay?  And  it  must  be  remembered  remember  that  he  is  participating  in 
make  difficult  and  far-reaching  that  a  record  attendance  is  predicted  a  and  not  a  delegate  to 

for  a  meeting.  There  a 

The  most  difficult  factor  of  all  in  the  'There  are  other  factors  that  need  to  great  deal  of  difference. 

decision-making  process  is  that  the  be  remembered  also  as  churches  The  word,  “convention,”  was  I 

body  is  evidently  critically  divided,  prepare  to  elect  messengers  and  selected  with  great  care  by  our 

and  vot^  may  follow  heated  discus-  messengers  prepare  to  be  at  the  predecessors  as  Southern  Baptists, 
sions.  Tliis  may  be  one  of  the  more  convention.  Their  creation  was  to  be  a  federation 

vitriolic  conventions  within  memory.  First,  it  must  be  remembered  that  of  independent  churches,  each  retain- 

Yet,  we  must  meet.  We  have  many  those  who  are  elected  by  the  churches  ing  power  for  itself.  The  messengers  because  with  the  final  amen  it  is  over,  ly  thing  they  are  members  of  is  a  local 

decisions  to  make  relating  to  the  are  messengers,  not  delegates.  The  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  So  there  must  be  a  functioning  body,  church.  Abwt  20,000  of  them  make  up 

nature  of  our  work,  and  messengers  church  elects  people  to  go  to  the  con-  June  in  Dallas  will  not  be  voting  on  It  has  no  authority  over  churches,  the  convention  each  year, 

from  the  churches  need  to  be  present  ventions  because  they  have  con¬ 
fer  those  decisions.  fidence  in  those  who  are  elected.  The 

A  great  deal  of  the  time,  churches  church  is  not  to  tell  the  messenger 

wait  until  the  last  minute  to  elect  their  how  to  vote  on  matters  after  he  ar- 

messengers.  But  housing  ar-  rives  at  the  convention.  That  is  not 

rangements  must  be  made,  and  those  baptistic  and  is  contrary  to  Southern 

who  are  going  need  time  to  take  care  Baptist  Convention  polity.  The  church 

of  those  matters.  If  the  messengers  elects  the  messenger  and  then  leaves 

have  not  air^dy  been  elected,  it  is  not  him  free  to  vote  his  own  convictions 
too  early  to  take  care  of  that  decision.  He.  may  be  instructed  on  the-  issues, 


as  they  assemble  for  the  convention.  Southern  Baptists,  but  they  are  And  if  messengers  have  not  been 
The  convention  cannot  do  that  members  of  no  denomination. 'Ihe  on-  elected,  it  is  time  to  take  care  of  that. 
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A  miracle  at  Chesterville 


By  Gregg  Thomas 


A  miracle  of  the  Lord  is  the  only  would  reach  the  people  moving  into  comfortably  house  up  to  125  in  Sunday  Sacrifice  Sunday.  On  that  day  more 
way  to  describe  the  construction  of  a  the  church  field.  In  fact,  from  the  School,  well  within  the  short-term  than  $6,(X)0  was  given  toward  con- 
new  educational  facility  at  (Chester-  summer  of  1983  until  the  summer  of  growth  potential  of  the  church.  struction  of  the  new  building, 
ville  Church,  'Tupelo.  'The  miraculous  1984  the  average  Sunday  School  atten-  Then  came  the  matter  of  financing  This  was  the  most  money  ever  given 

aspect  is  the  amount  it  cost  to  build  dance  at  Chesterville  doubled  from  the  construction  project.  I  just  could  for  anything  in  one  Sunday  at  Chester- 
the  facility  and  the  tremendous  the  30’s  into  the  60’s  and  low  70’s.  not  in  a  good  spirit  lead  the  church  to  ville  and  was  given  above  the  regular 
response  of  the  church  membership  In  April  of  last  year  the  church  go  into  debt  to  the  extent  that  would  church  offering  for  the  day!  'The 
to  build  it  on  a  “pay  as  you  go”  basis,  elected  a  Building  Planning  Commit-  be  necessary  to  finance  the  new  following  week  the  ground  was  broken 

tee  to  study  the  current  needs,  future  building,  particularly  as  we  are  at  a  and  construction  began.  The  men  of 
Chesterville  is  located  five  nfiles  growth  potential,  and  present  ability  time  when  we  are  upgrading  our  the  church  worked  Saturday  after 
west  of  the  Tupelo  city  limits  in  an  to  enlarge  the  facilities.  Out  of  these  church’s  ministry  in  all  areas.  So,  Saturday  throughout  the  summer 
area  that  is  experiencing  rapid  meetings  came  the  recommendation  after  much  prayer,  I  presented  to  the  with  the  ladies  preparing  meals  for 
residential  growth.  Projections  are  to  build  a  two-story^educational  facili-  Building  Planning  Committee  a  way  them.  Subsequent  Sacrifice  Sundays 
that  much  of  the  suburban  growth  ty  at  the  rear  of  the  present  fellowship  of  getting  the  needed  facility  without  netted  &n  additional  $4,000.  'The  facili- 
from  'Ripelo  will  be  in  the  CTiesterville  l^ilding.  This  structure  would  provide  putting  the  church  into  a  long-term  ty  was  ready  for  use  on  the  first  Sun- 
area  over  the  next  few  years,  giving  an  enlarged  fellowship  hall  on  the  debt  situation.  The  plan  would  involve  day  in  October  to  coincide  with  the 
the  church  tremendous  growth  poten-  ground  level  as  well  as  a  large  the  sacrificial  offerings  of  the  church  beginning  of  the  new  church  year, 
tial.  Realizing  that  and  looking  at  the  Preschool  room  for  Sunday  School,  families  to  purchase  materials  with  When  the  building  was  dedicated 

church  facilities,  church  leaders  and  (Dhurch  TVaining,  Mission  Friends,  the  men  of  the  church  doing  the  ac-  February  24,  it  was  dedicated  debt- 
I  recognized  two  pressing  needs;  and  Preschool  Church.  Restrooms  tual  construction  work  (Chesterville  free,  and  the  total  cost  for  the  new 
more  educational  space  and  enlarg-  and  closet  space  would  also  be  provid-  is  blessed  with  carpenters,  an  ar-  facility  was  a  little  over  $10,000.  Only 
ed  fellowship  facilities.  ed  on  the  ground  level  with  three  large  chitect,  and  electricians  within  its  ac-  the  Lord  could  have  provided  this  type 

Both  of  these  needs  would  have  to  classrooms  upstairs.  Tliis  was  looked  tive  membership).  of  facility  for  this  price.  It  is  indeed 

be  inet  if  the  church  was  to  be  able  to  upon  as  a  “first  phase”  building  pro-  Tlie  plan  was  enthusiastically  ac-  a  miracle! 

develop  the  type  of  ministry  which  ject  which  would  provide  facilities  to  cepted,  and  June  3  marked  the  first  ^'Thomas  is  Chesterville  pastor. 
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Two  black  MBC  churches 


are  thriving,  winning  lost 


By  Don  McGregor 


Rossi  Francis  and  Eddie  Jones,  two  relates.  Though  he  knew  that  th 
Mississippi  Baptist  pastors,  have  was  calling  him  for  a  special  p» 

fonned  a  fellowship  all  their  own;  and  he  had  not  determined  what  it _  „ 

it  is  proving  to  be  a  valuable  asset  to  be.  He  has  been  in  the  Air  Force  for  July  dedication 
both  of  them.  12»^  years  and  has  been  at  Keesler  Air 

They  are  the  pastors  of  the  first  two  Force  Base  at  Biloxi  for  several  years 
black  Sout^m  Baptist  congregations  For  3*4  years  he  has  been  leading  Bi¬ 
in  Mississippi.  Jones’  congregation  ble  study  on  the  base,  but  he  lives  off 
was  the  first  one  to  be  formed,  but  it  base, 
is  a  mission  of  Ingalls  Avenue  Church 
in  Pascagoula.  Francis’  congregation 

is  an  organized  church  and  is  the  first  _ 

black  Southern  Baptist  church  to  be  perishing  all  around  him 
organized  in  Mississippi.  It  is  Faith 
Obedience  Baptist  Church  in  Biloxi. 

The  Faith  Obedience*name  was 


le  Lord  obedience  the  group  began  to  look  for 
irpose,  a  larger  building.  They  found  it  and 
was  to  began  meeting  in  it  in  June  of  1984.  In 
I  services  were  held. 

Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary- 
years.  treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  was  the  speaker. 

In  order  to  find  the  proper  ap¬ 
proaches  to  what  the  group  was  try- 
He  says  his  heart  was  burdened  ing  to  do,  Francis  got  in  touch  with 
because  so  many  people  were  still  Gulf  Coast  director  of  missions  Bob- 

- 1,  and  he  by  Perry.  Francis  had  been  a 

started  a  church  in  his  home.  That  Southern  Baptist  through  his  work 
was  in  February  of  1984.  The  con-  with  Milton  Boyd  at  Westside  Baptist 
.  ,  .  .  gregation  of  20  to  25  per  Sunday  soon  i..  nc  iw: 

chosen  for  a  special  reason,  Francis  outgrew  the  home,  and  in  faith  and  continued  his  Southern  Baptist  affilia-  Southern  Baptist.”  And  in  actuality,  it 


tions  in  Mississippi. 

Some  of  the  congregation  were  Na¬ 
tional  Baptists  before  joining  Faith 
Obedience,  and  others  were  unaf¬ 
filiated  Baptists.  There  has  been  tit¬ 
tle  resistance  to  the  transition  to  be¬ 
ing  Southern  Baptist,  he  noted. 


is  not  a  completely  Black  church. 
There  are  a  couple  of  white  children 
in  the  Sunday  School.  Francis  said, 
“We’re  trying  to  reach  souls  and 
spread  the  gospel.  We’re  trying  to  get 
people  identified  with  the  Lord.  We 
deal  with  people  as  people.”  He  add¬ 
ed  that  "we  Should  all  get  our  hands 
‘The  fact  is  that  we’re  not  so  much  together  and  sweep  through  this 
Baptist  as  we  are  Bible  believing,”  he  state.” 
said.  “We  work  with  people.  We  just 

have  people  in  church.  I  know  we’re  “I  wish  1  could  be  full  time,”  he  add- 
the  first  Black  Southern  Baptist  ed;  “but  as  you  use  what  you’ve  got, 
church  in  Mississippi,  but  in  reality  God  opens  doors.”  He  is  a  Tfech 
-  we’re  just  a  church.  We’re  not  so  much  Sergeant  in  the  Air  Force  and  deals 
black  Southern  Baptist.  We’re  just  in  logistics.  His  work  is  from  7  a.  m. 

^  Southern  Baptist.”  And  in  actuality,  it  (Continued  on  page  5) 


State  convention  leaders 
discuss  SBC  controversy 


Eddie  Jones,  left,  and  Rossi  Francis  compare  notes  following  prayer  service  at  Christ 
Temple,  Moss  Point.  Faith  Obedience  in  Biloxi  has  prayer  meeting  on  Thursday 
evening. 


By  Bob  Terrv 


ST.  LOUIS  (BP) 


■  Concern  about  tunities  if  convention  rhetoric  is  not 

a.L  L3.0  IC  controversies  engulfing  the  toned  down. 

««  «/  V/  Southern  Baptist  Convention  brought  “We  believe  we  reflect  the  vast  ma- 

7^  retired  ceeded  him.  all  together  the  presidents  of  23  state  jority  of  Southern  Baptists  who  fear 

B  Southern  Cauthen  continued  his  missions  ad-  Baptist  conventions  for  prayer  and  we  have  been  diverted  from  our  ma- 

Joard,  died  vocacy  after  retirement  by  teaching  discussion.  jor  task.  We  want  to  get  on  with  our 

mond.  at  Golden  Gate  Semiary,  1980-81  and  The  meeting  took  place  April  11-12,  missions  and  evangelism  efforts” 
the  largest  1982-83  academic  years,  then  at  and  was  the  first  time  in  history  that  Pickering  told  a  Friday  morning  news 
Protestant  Southwestern  Seminary,  1983-84.  He  state  presidents  have  met  at  their  own  conference, 
retired  in  suffered  a  heart  attack  in  1977  and  had  initiative  to  discuss  issues  facing  the  The  presidents  called  the  per- 
e  had  serv-  a  stroke  in  October  1984.  national  body.  sonalities  involved  in  the  controversy 

iina,  twice  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Eloise  According  to  convenor  Charles  “sincere  p^ple  seeking  to  serve  the 
irldWarll  Glass;  two  children,  Carolyn  Mathews  Pickering  of  Mississippi,  the  cause  of  Christ”  but  urged  all  par- 
5t  takeover,  of  Santa  Fe,  N.M.,  and  Ralph  B.  of  presidents  agreed  that  the  volatile  ticipants  to  “reflect  the  character  of 
or  of  Fort  Greensboro,  N.C.:  and  two  grandsons,  rhetoric  of  the  controversies  “jeopar-  Christ  in  their  discussions,  articles, 
ist  Church,  Services  were  to  be  held  today  at  dize  the  opportunity  Southern  Bap-  and  statements.” 

:retary  for  First  Church,  Richmond.  tists  have  to  reach  the  world  with  the  The  true  evidence  that  the  cause 

M.  Theron  A  more  complete  story  on  Cauthen’S  love  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

executive  life  will  be  in  next  week’s  Baptist  Pickering,  an  attorney  from  Laurel, 

uthensuc-  Record.  Miss.,  was  one  of  nine  state  convention  XT _ _  T  ✓"N 


By  James  H.  Cox 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)— A  team  Dehoney  is  a  former  president  of 
of  540  volunteers,  the  largest  sim-  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
ultaneous  evangelistic  effort  in  the  The  team  included  80  preachers, 
histocy  of  Southern  Baptist  mission  who  led  simultaneous  evangelistic 
work  overseas,  have  reported  approx-  services  in  80  churches  in  the  greater 
imately  4,000  professions  of  faith  in  Rio  area,  40  medical  and  dental  per- 
Brazil.  sonnel  working  in  25  clinics  in  the 

The  week-long  crusade  in  greatest  slums  of  Rio,  musicians  and  lay  per- 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  sponsored  by  the  sons  organized  into  teams  for  street 
Brazilian  Baptist  Association  of  Rio  witnessing,  and  leading  training  ses- 
and  the  Southjpm  Baptist  Foreign  Mis-  sions  in  Brazilian  Baptist  churches, 
sion  Board,  involved  “more  Southern  Dehoney  said  40,000  persons  attend- 
Baptist  volunteers  working  a  single  ed  a  kick-off  rally  Sunday,  Mar.  10,  in 
evangelistic  effort  at  one  time  than  a  soccer  stadium.  Net  results  were 
ever  before”  on  a  mission  field,  said  more  than  2,000  decisions,  including 
Wayne  Dehoney,  coordinator  and  more  than  1,000  conversions, 
organizer  of  the  crusade.  (Continued  on  page  4) 


PAGE  4  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday.  April  18,  1985 


540  volunteers  in  Rio 
4,000  professions  of  f 


Nilson  Fanini,  past  president  of  the  according  to  Dehoney.  In  one  church  Said  Tom  Evitts,  who  preached  at 
Baptist  Convention  of  Brazil  and  the  American  support  team  all  came  Camp  Grande  and  is  pastor  of  First  Ken  Anderson,  pastor  of  Saltillo  Church,  leads  the  deacon  ministry  conference  at 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  forward  in  the  service  to  rededicate  Church,  Clarksville,  Ind. :  “From  the  BMC.  * 

Niteroi,  addressed  the  crowd.  themselves.  first  service  the  little  church  was 

From  there,  120  buses  brought  the  The  largest  single  group  of  packed.  Through  the  windows,  out  the 
crowds  to  crusade  services  Americans  in  the  crusade  included  33  doors  and  into  the  streets  I  never  saw 
throughout  the  week  in  the  churches,  persons  from  First  Baptist  Church,  such  a  hunger  for  the  gospel.” 

Norfolk,  Va.  The  group  included  a  One  church  of  43  members  reported 
12-member  choral  ensemble  called  65  professions  of  faith. 

^  Voice”  which  performed  at  the  Many  teams  raised  money  to  com- 

rally  in  churches  and  at  a  ferry  where  plete  building  programs,  buy  proper- 
^  ^  a  half-million  persons  cross  water  ty,  start  new  missions  and  purchase 

CruSde^'' Fredche^'^GTee  ^Texas  supplies  for  the  Sunday  school, 

urusaae,  rreaaie  ciage,  lexas.  Evangelistic  services  were  con-  The  crusade  was  initiated  by  an  in- 

evangelist;  2M  professions  of  faith  evening  for  four  hours,  vitation  from  Fanini  for  Dehoney  to 

representing  50  churchy  froni  six  minutes’  preaching,  then  organize  the  group  and  bring  them 

Mississippi  ciwntie^nd  one  ^ui-  witnessing  with  bilingual  tracts  and  down  The  Brazilian  convention  for- 
siana  ^rish;  First  Church  baptiz^  music.  Over  2,000  conversions  were  mally  extended  the  invitation  and  the 
20  and  foiVarded  other  to  reported  in  these  meetings  at  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  gave  full 

other  churches,  average  attendance,  during  the  week.  assistance  in  materials  and  mission 

1^2^;  last  semce  attendance  on  Fanini,  who  had  spoken  at  the  Sun-  support  on  the  field. 

\\ednesday,  1 JTO,  Da\^tanley,  step-  afternoon  rally,  estimated  that  A  chartered  airplane  took  the  group 
brother  of  Elvis  Presley,  special  final  results  of  conversions  would  be  from  Atlanta,  with  the  overflow  going 
guest,  Alan  Day,  pastor.  neighborhood”  of  4,000.  Chur-  from  Miami  on  a  regularly  schedul- 

Friendship  East  Church  noted,  were  organized  for  im-  ed  airliner.  A  total  of  540  Americans 

Charleston:  125th  birthday ;  April  14 mediate  followup.  from  17  states  and  120  churches  were 

special  music  was  furnished  by  Jen-  associations  were  involved  involved. 

niter  Thnmas  Mies  Clarlrcd^ite  iQfts  and  buses  transported  the  group  from  ■  Brazilian  Baptists,  according  to 
lunch  was  served  following  the  mom-  hotel  to  four  “stations”  in  the  area.  Dehoney,  have  already  requested  that 
ing  service-  Jonathan  G  Thomas  some  as  far  away  as  50  miles,  the  crusade  be  repeated  next  year  in 

pggjQj.  ’  ’  The  medical  team  of  about  40  doc-  both  Rio  and  in  &o  Paulo. 

tors,  nurses,  and  dentists  worked  in  Jim  Cox  is  associate  editor  of  the 
Weathersby  Church,  (Simpson):  clinics  in  the  slums.  They  reported  WESTERN  RECORDER,  the  news- 
March  22-24;  youth  team  from  numerous  conversions  as  well  as  journal  of  the  Kentucky  Baptist  Con- 
Mississippi  College,  Mark  Cook,  ministering  to  hundreds  of  persons  vention.  Some  material  for  this  story- 
pastor,  Lee  Kirk,  choir  director,  and  who  had  never  seen  a  doctor  or  den-  was  contributed  by  Bob  Allen  of 
David  Nowell,  pianist,  led  the  revival,  tist  in  their  lives.  Southern  Seminary. 


Leaders  rgoice 
in  appeal  to 
small  church 


Approximately  500  persons  attend¬ 
ed  an  all-day  training  session  for 
leaders  of  Baptist  churches  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  part  of  Mississippi  with 
memberships  of  less  than  150. 

The  individualized  training  pro¬ 
gram  took  place  at  Blue  Mountain 
College  on  ^turday,  March  30,  with 
two  plenary  speakers,  and  training  for 
pastors,  deacons,  and  church  pro¬ 
gram  leaders.  James  Travis  of  BMC, 
and  Ron  Rhymes  of  First  Church, 
Jackson,  spoke  to  the  group. 

Harry  Phillips,  director  of  missions 
for  Tippah  and  Benton  Counties,  said 
about  75  of  his  church  leaders  were 
present.  “This  reaches  to  our  area  a 
type  of  training  that  we  don’t  normal¬ 
ly  get,”  said  Phillips,  who  noted  that 
about  75  percent  of  the  churches  in  his 
counties  have  fewer  than  150 
members. 

“We  can’t  go  to  Gulfshore  or  to 
Jackson,  and  we  have  a  high  percen¬ 
tage  of  bivocational  pastors,”  said 
Phillips.  ‘This  provides  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  training  to  our  prople  in  nor¬ 
theast  Mississippi  that  we  can’t  get 
anywhere  else.” 


James  Travis  (left)  talks  with  Ray 
Stewart,  who  is  pastor  of  L(5cust  Hill 
Church.  Travis,  Bible  teacher  at  Blue 
Mountain  College,  spoke  to  the  Small 
Church  Leadership  Training  Conference 
at  BMC. 

Nat  Mayhall,  director  of  missions 
for  Alcorn  Association,  said  that  his 
leaders  were  “really  positive  —  they 
were  rejoicing  at  the  idea  of  trying  to 
appeal  to  the  small  church.”  He  said 
11  of  30  churches  in  the  association 
were  represented. 

Chester  Vaughn,  program  director 
for  the  Mississippi  ^ptist  Convention 
Board  in  Jackson,  reported  that  the 
success  of  this  conference  will  cause 
others  to  be  planned  later  this  year 
and  next  year,  most  likely  grouping 
associations  together. 


State  convention  leaders 
discuss  SBC  controversy 


NEED  A  VACATION? 

Imagine.  You  can  spend  6  summer  days  in 
beautiful  North  Carolina  or  spacious  New 
Mexico  at  Ridgecrest  or  Glorieta  Conference 
Center.  You  will  have  opportunities  for  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship,  leadership  training  and  family 
outings  in  the  surrounding  area. 

<3  Enclose  this  ad  with  your  reservation  de¬ 
posit  and  receive  a  free  ice-cream  cone 
each  day  for  each  person  registered. 

For  more  informatior)  about  the  summer 
schedule  or  to  register  write  or  call: 

Ridgecrest  Conferertce  Center 
Box  1 28 

Ridgecrest,  North  Carolina  28770 
(704)  669-8022 


Glorieta  Conference  Center 
Box  8 

Glorieta,  New  Mexico  87535 
(505)  757-6161 


First  two  black  MBC  churches 
are  thriving,  winning  lost 


Christ  Temple  and  Faith  Obedience  churches 
could  use  a  bus,  a  van,  a  musician  to  teach  piano 
to  their  children,  and  summer  helpers  for 
backyard  Bible  clubs.  Big  A  Clubs,  and  Vacation 
Bible  Schools. 


(C/Oniinuec  irom  page  3)  There  are  two  other  preachers  in 

until  3 :45  p.  m.  Monday  through  Fri-  the  congregation.  One  of  them,  FYank 

day.  He  spends  afternoons  and  Satur-  Brashears,  is  working  with  the  youth 

daj^  in  visiting  and  other  church  The  mission  has  a  softball  team  that 

activities.  it  uses  as  an  outreach  effort.  About 

FYancis  was  a  child  of  migrant  one-half  of  the  young  people  on  the 

laterers.  Missionaries  came  to  the  team  are  not  from  the  mission, 

migrant  labor  camp  in  Homestead,  Jones  says  that  if  the  mission  had 

Fla.,  and  he  was  converted.  He  has  led  '■  a  bus  there  could  be  60  to  70  more 

Bible  study  on  bas^  in  the  Philip-  .  .  children  and  young  people  in  the  ser- 

pines,  Saudi  Arabia,  and  Turkey.  ^ '  vices.  They  can’t  buy  a  bus,  however 

When  he  went  to  Maxwell  Air  Force  f  ‘  and  hope  to  raise  money  for  their 

Base  in  Alabama,  he  began  working  I  -  '*  building.  They  are  hoping  to  raise 

with  Milton  Boyd  in  Montgomery.  He  $20,000  of  the  money  themselves  and 

was  licensed  in  1978  at  Westside  -T ^  9  C”  sr®  booking  in  faith  for  the  remainder. 

They  now  rent  the  facilities  from 

Christ  Ttemple  Mission  in  Mo^  Ridglea  Heights  Church  for  $350  per 

Point  is  the  congregation  of  Eddie  /  month  plus  utilities.  F^stor  Jones  has 

Jones.  It  was  started  as  a  mission  of  his  own  home,  so  the  pastorium  is 

Ingalls  Avenue  Church  and  met  in  a  unused. 

part  of  the  building  of  Pineview  Both  Francis  and  Jones  say  that  the 

Church  in  Moss  Point.  Pineview  congregations  could  use  a  full- 

Church  and  Pinecrest  Church  merg-  Rossi  Francis  time  musician  in  each  location  (one 

ed,  however,  and  Pineview  moved  out  Ra'th  Obedience  pastor.  for  each)  for  three  months  to  teach 

of  the  buildings  in  February.  Those  On  that  first  Sunday  in  the  large  piano  to  their  children.  They  need  at 
two  churches  are  now  Ridglea  auditorium  there  were  24  professions  least  one  for  both,  they  say. 

Heights.  of  faith.  The  next  Sunday  there  were  Also  Francis  says  that  Faith  Obe- 

people  at  Christ  Tbrnple  are  en-  six  profesisons,  and  on  Wednesday  dience  could  use  a  van  for  transpor- 
joying  the  commodious  facilities  that  night  there  were  six  more.  Jones  tation.  And  they  need  summer  help 
were  left  to  them  when  Pineview  mov-  noted  that  he  has  been  baptizing  two  for  backyard  Bible  clubs.  Big  A  Qubs, 
ed  out.  They  are  in  a  large  communi-  per  Sunday.  and  Vacation  Bible  School,  he  added! 

ty  that  is  made  up  predominantly  of  Christ  Ibrnple  averages  70  to  75  in  In  the  meantime,  Francis  and  Jones 
black  families  living  in  comfortable  worship  services  and  about  60  in  Sun-  find  they  have  a  common  interest  in 
brick  homes.  They  have  only  about  day  School.  Sunday  night  attendance  being  the  first  two  Southern  Baptist 
five  months,  however,  to  come  up  with  varies  from  25  to  50,  and  there  are  black  congregations  in  Mississippi. 
$250,000,  Jones  says,  or  they  may  have  about  30  on  Wednesday  night.  The  lean  on  each  other  for  mutual 

to  move.  The  entire  facility  contains  The  mission  emphasizes  youth  support.  It  is  a  unique  fellowship 
a  si^ble  auditorium  that  held  400  on  work,  which  it  calls  Super  Church.  On  among  Mississippi  Baptists.  No  one 
their  opening  Sunday  there,  two  well-  Wednesday  evenings  more  than  20  realizes  that  more  than  Francis  and 
planned  education  units,  a  large  youths  meet  for  special  programs.  Jones.  They  say,  however,  that  their 
dwelling,  and  several  acres.  This  feature  was  begun  with  eight  or  interest  is  not  in  their  uniqueness  but 

There  have  been  about  40  profes-  nine  young  people.  Two  weeks  later  in  serving  the  Lord  and  witnessing  in 
sions  of  faith  at  the  mission  this  year,  there  were  more  than  20.  their  communities. 


Frank  Brashears,  standing  right,  meets  with  young  people  at  Christ  Temple.  On 
this  evening  the  group  was  viewring  a  video  presentation  of  "The  Ten  Commandments." 


Eddie  Jones  stands  before  a  Wednesday  evening  congregation  at  Christ  Temple 
Mission  in  Moss  Point. 


ATTENTION  CHOIS  DISECTOSS 

^  EvangeUstlc  Choir  Arrangoments 

lor  only  $1  .CXD  per  book. 


A_^Gat  opportunity  lor  your  choir  to  hove  a 
book  ol  1 9  gospel  songs  (Published  by  Zonder- 
van)  and  compiled  by  Lowell  Leistner  and  us¬ 
ed  by  him  in  cmsades  across  America. 


Moon  tape  meeting  draws  Crusader  Days 

Baptists,  two  Moonies  planned  for 

North,  South 


Priced  below  cost  at  $1 .00  per  book 
with  orders  lor  ten  or  more 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

itness  were  sent  to  ministers  of  every  faith  Two  special  days  of  fellowship  and 

aptist  because  “we  feel  a  lot  of  things  that  mission  education  are  planned  for 

1,  an-  have  been  said  about  our  church  are  Crusader  boys  at  Central  Hills  Bap- 

inter-  based  on  not  complete  information."  tist  Retreat,  one  day  for  boys  in  the 

ed  to  Bryant  held  the  meeting  to  allow  a  north  part  of  the  state,  another  for 

:h  and  full  discussion  of  the  cult  and  to  offer  those  in  the  south. 

information  about  how  to  best  witness  The  program  for  the  north  will  be 
aptist  to  Moonie  evangelists.  Saturday  April  27;  for  the  south  on 

drew  Cutts  said  his  church  defines  Saturday  May  4.  The  dividing  line 

■esen-  several  Christian  terms  differently,  basically  is  those  counties  including 

ii,  bet-  Who  is  Jesus?  “He’s  a  man,  but  God  and  below  Yazoo,  Madison,  Leake, 

name  works  through  human  beings  ’’  For  in-  Neshoba,  and  Kemper  are  south,  the 

on.  stance,  Cutts  Mid  he  believes  “God  is  rest  are  north, 
s  field  using  (Moon)  on  a  worldwide  level  as  Each  program  will  be  from  9:30 
y  doc-  a  spokesman  for  God.”  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  and  will  feature  mis- 

ity)  is  Do  you  believe  Moon  is  the  sionai^es  sharing  their  work  and  lives, 
con-  messiah?  “Yes,  but  you  should  be  one  lunch,  and  an  afternoon  of  field 
too,  living  100  percent  for  God.”  He  events,  music,  and  a  brief  devotional 
lurch,  addeii  “We’re  not  trying  to  replace  thought.  Cost  is  $5  per  person, 
break  Jesus.  For  me,  Rev.  Moon  is  fulfilling  Limited  overnight  camping  is 
I  in  a  the  role  as  the  messiah.”  Cutts  said  available  with  each  church  supplying 
les.”  that  Jesus  gave  Moon  his  mission  and  its  own  equipment  and  meals.  Addi- 
burch  “Jesus  is  working  very  intimately  tional  cost  is  $2  per  person.  Make 
Df  the  with  him  now.”  Cutts  said  that  Jesus  camping  reservations  with  Dan  West, 
made  was  not  the  creator  himself.  Manager  of  Central  Hills,  Box  237, 

irmer  Said  Kirk,  it  take^  three  things  to  Kosciusko,  Miss.,  39090. 
jptist  know  the  Bible:  “It  takes  a  teachable  To  make  reservations  for  the 
stions  spirit,  the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit  Crusader  Days,  write  Crusader  Day, 

1  ter-  of  God,  and  hard  work.”  Brotherhood  Department^  Box  530, 

ISuTS-  '  He  added,  "That’s  what  these  boys  Jackson,  Miss.  39205,  phone  968-3800. 
irch.  (the  Unification  representatives)  Deadline  for  the  north  meeting  is 
tapra  have  done  —  they  know  their  error.”  April  24;  for  the  south.  May  1. 


ALSO  AVAIUBti  -  LOWEU  LEtSTNER’S  FIIIIAL  RECORD  (s3). 

Great  songs,  such  as  T  hove  Returned,  ’  God  (Save  the  Song,  ’ 
"The  Longer  I  Serve  Him.  "  and  others 
Cassettes  available  on  Records  #1  &  2  @  $6  00  ea  Postage  paid 
Record  pnce  $300  each 

Order  trom  Mrs.  Lowell  Leistner 

P.  O.  Box  888 


New  Smyrna  Beach,  PL  32070 


Pine  Mountain 


The  perfect  complement  to 
a  wholesome  outing 

V  When  you  come  to  Eureka  Sprtn{{s  to  see 

the  Great  Passion  Play,  plan  some  extra  time  to 
ei^oy  the  great  fimilly^style  entertainment  of  the  Pine 
Mowtain  Jamboree  and  the  mtire  Pine  Mountain  Jamboree 
Entertainment  Con^Iez. 

•  Now  in  o«s  lllh  acMon 

•  Maht  8ili  Ihc  of  your  Onifcs'  vncsttcw 

•  Ptanty  of  frsc  pariSng  fcr  buses  and  can 

•  Coon  aariy  and  a\)oy  Ihc  entire  complex  (Oi^)  Rt  1 

•  AlscuudMuuad  lheal«f  style  sealing  Box  283 

•  ShowihncS  pm.  Eureka  Springs  AR  72632 

•  SpcclBl  WDimfBleaamllable  /erse\  Aewm 
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Church  Music  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board.  Roberts  died  of  a  heart  attack  the  following  Satur¬ 
day.  There  were  57  handbell  choirs  which  participated  in  the 
event.  Saturday  was  devoted  to  mass  ringing,  rehearsal,  and 
a  concert.  On  Friday  adjudication  sessions  were  held  at  Oak 


Forest 
at  First 
ministe 
Earnes 


Roberts  directs  mass  handbell  choir 


ing  session  of  the  1985  State  Handbell  Festival  at  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Coliseum  in  Jackson.  The  festival  was  sponsored  by  the 


Truitt  Roberts,  then  minister  of  music  at  First  Church, 
iStarkville,  directs  more  than  700  bell  ringers  during  the  clos- 


Zimmer  concert  will  cap 
senior  adult  celebration 


Not  the  cause 


Need  for  information 

editor; 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical 
'ommission  is  seeking  information  on 
|tny  preacher  who  has  been  pastor  of 
;he  same  Baptist  church  for  50  years 
)r  more.  If  any  one  has  information 
about  a  person  with  such  longevity, 

f lease  notify  the  commission  at  the 
ddress  below. 

Jack  W.  Gunn 

I  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical 

I  Commission 

P.  0.  Box  51 
Clinton,  MS  39056 
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However,  I  perso'nally  do  not  agree  taKeview  uapiisi  t..nu 

[T/i  ^*44  with  the  writer  that  those  of  us  who  Leland,  Miss. 

W  hat  IS  conservative  .  believe  that  the  Bible  is  inerranf  are 
editor :  the  cause  of  the  present  conflict  in  our 

Maybe  we’ve  had  our  terms  beloved  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Agreements  supersede 
>ackward.  I’ve  always  thought  “con-  He  implies  that  Satan  was  using  the  gg(^  differences 
;ervative’’  meant  that  one  had  a  con-  “inerrancy”  group  as  his  trap.  I  would 
:em  for  honesty,  purity  of  speech,  and  respond  by  saying  that  those  of  us  who 
I  Christian  spirit.  But  when  those  who  accept  by  faith  that  the  Bible  is 
;all  themselves  by  that  designation  without  error  in  its  )  _ 

'ote  to  retain  a  professor  known  by  manuscripts  are  the  backbone  of  the 
ilmost  all  to  be  profane,  critical,  slop-  entire  denomination.  This  has  been 
>y,  and  disrespectful,  something  is  the  position  of  grass-roots  Southern  agree, 
vrong.  In  what  respect  are  such  Baptists  through  the  years.  I  was  rais- 
eminary  trustees  “conservative”? 

A  lot  of  Southern  Baptists  I  know 

ire  impatient  with  the  entire  political  School  teachers  I  had  there  never 
ness.  doubted  that  the  Bible  was  without  er- 
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Editor;  -  LIFE  IN  THE  FIFTH  DIMEN-  which  come  to  multitudes  of  people 

One  main  principle  that  mediators  SION  by  Bonnie  Ball  O’Brien  and  and  dwarf  their  spirits  and  stifle  their 

original  use  in  assisting  two  parties  in  settling  Dorothy  Elliott  Sample  ( Broadman,  Orgies.  It  is  a  practical,  biblical,  and 

a  disagreement  is  to  remind  them  paper,  164  pp.,  |5.95)  psychological  approach  to  the  in¬ 

constantly  of  the  points  on  which  they  “God-centeredness  releases  the  in-  creasingly  serious  and  widespread 

dividual  spirit  so  that  it  soars  without  difficulties  experienced  by  many.” 

All  Southern  Baptists  agree  on  the  restraints,  although  within  the  bounds  This  book  is  the  WMU  Round  'Rible 

ed  in  a  small  country  Baptist  church  importance  of  our  missionary  and  of  God’s  purposes.”  Discovering  that  selection  for  this  month.  A  review  of 

in  Sunflower  county,  and  the  Sunday  evangelism  efforts,  l^t  us  strongly  “free  sjiirit  in  Christ”  is  the  theme  of  it  is  printed  in  April  Royal  Service  — 

reaffirm  our  support  for  our  mis-  this  book.  AWM 

sionaries  at  our  Dallas  meeting  and  Bonnie  Ball  O'Brien  is  a  New  Mex-  PUPPET  SCRIPTS  BY  THE 
What  sort  of  grounds  would  the  ror.  We  always  depended  on  the  Bible  rededicate  ourselves  to  evangelism,  ico  author.  Dorothy  Elliott  Sample  is  MONTH  by  Margaret  Cheasebro 

:onservatives”  need  before  they  and  trusted  it  to  complete  and  er-  As  we  unite  on  these  points  and  are  president  of  Woman’s  Missionary  (Broadman,  paper,  132  pp.)  Each  of 

ould  vote  to  fire  a  professor?  Oh,  I  rorless.  One  Pastor  commented  drawn  closer  togetiKr,  by  God’s  grac^  Union,  SBC.  They  have  written  about  these  25  puppet  scripts  is  Irased  on  a 

link  I  know:  doctrinal  grounds,  recently  that  if  the  Bible  can  not  be  we  can  settle  our  differences.  (This  is  such  subjects  here  as  burnout,  dein^-  seasonal  or  holiday  theme  and  is  in- 

ehavior  is  secondary.  trusted  to  be  without  error,  then  we  certainly  not  an  original  idea  of  mine;  sion,  and  loneliness,  and  suggest  an-  traduced  by  a  Scripture  passage. 

Peter  Lord  has  a  good  word  on  this:  cannot  depend  on  any  of  it!  How  true  I  just  wanted  to  re-emphasize  it.)  tidotes.  Mrs.  Sample,  who  has  earn-  There  are  two  for  each  month,  Jan.- 

Vhat  you  believe  is  what  you  do.  The  this  is!!  Bruce  M.  Jones,  MD  ed  two  d<K;torai  degrees,  is  a  prafes-  Nov.,  and  three  for  December.  Most  of 

St  is  just  religious  talk.”  -  Columbus  sional  psychological  counselor  and  them  provide  humor.  All  provide 

I’ve  always  considered  myself  a  The  writer  stated  that  “inerrancy  is  educator;  Mrs.  O’Brien,  in  this  book,  learning  experiences.  Their  claim  to 

inservative.  But  if  they’re  going  to  untenable  and  unnecessary.”  If  this  is  has  recordeef  many  of  Mrs.  Sample’s  be  “simple  enough  for  children,  but 

lange  the  definition,  I  may  have  to  true,  how  can  we  trust  any  of  the  Bi-  thoughts  and  experiences.  deep  enough  for  adults”  is  quite  true, 

consider.  ble,  and  how  do  we  know  which  por-  A  good  neighbor  is  a  fellow  whose  Life  in  the  Fifth  Dimension,  says  ’The  author,  a  New  Mexican,  is  news 

Joe  McKeever,  Pastor  tions  are  correct?  If  the  Bible  is  not  garden  you  can  view  with  anticipation  Mrs.  O’Brien  in  the  introduction,  “the  'Tnanager  of  the  Aztec  Bureau  of  the 

First  Baptist  (Thiurch  errorless,  our  entire  faith  is  question-  insteadofenvy.  — The  Jackson  (Ala.)  dimension  of  freedom,  seeks  to  ex-  Farmington  Daily  Times,  and  is  an 

Columbus  ed!  No,  some  of  us  correctly  trust  by  South  Alabamian  plore  those  psychological  problems  expert  puppeteer.  —  AWM 
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Forest  Church,  Jackson.  Perry  Robinson,  minister  of  music 
at  First  Church,  Ellisville,  was  festival  coordinator.  Jerry  Talley, 
minister  of  music  at  Oak  Forest  Church,  Jackson;  Farley 
Earnest,  minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  Brandon;  and 


Christian  Life  Commission 


Roberts  were  mass  ringing  directors.  Judges  were  Garyl 
Anglin,  minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  Pascagoula;  Phyllis 
Kirk,  Birmingham.  Ala.;  Lynn  Madden,  Dauphin  Way  Church, 
Mobile.  Ala.  George  McFadin,  minister  of  music  at  First  Church 


Horn  Lake;  Dot  Pray,  Church  Music  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Church  Music  Department’,  and  Tom 
Westmoreland,  director  of  the  Church  Music  Department  in 
South  Carolina.  (Composite  photos  by  Don  McGregor) 


In  battle  for  soul  of  church, 
it’s  ‘gospel  versus  culture’ 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  from  across 
the  country  were  exhorted  to  lead 
their  local  churches  into  more  effec¬ 
tive  social  action  in  the  name  of  Christ 
during  the  Southern  Baptist  Christian 
Life  Commission’s  national  seminar. 

A  line-up  of  pastors,  educators, 
Christian  ethicists,  and  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  repeatedly  called  for 
renewed  emphasis  on  both 
evangelism  and  social  action  during 
the  three-day  conference  on  “Apply¬ 
ing  the  Ciospel  in  the  Local  Church.” 

In  a  keynote  address,  l^xas  pastor 
Cecil  Sherman  declared  that  only 
when  “the  gospel  defeats  culture  in 
the  contest  for  the  soul  of  the  church” 
will  Christians  be  able  effectively  to 
respond  to  life’s  issues. 

Sherman,  pastor  of  Broadway 
Church,  Fort  Worth,  urged  Southern 
Baptist  leaders  to  measure  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  their  churches  and  their 
ministries  by  biblical  rather  than 
cultural  standards. 

The  church  which  “buys  into”  the 
world’s  definition  of  success 
measured  by  growth  and  wealth  “has 
just  become  one  kind  of  American 
growth  company,”  he  said. 

Sherman  called  for  a  healthy  blend 
of  emphases  on  social  action, 
evangelism,  stewardship,  and  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  local  church. 

“Holding  to  half  a  gospel  is  not  just 
the  sin  of  the  right  wing,”  he  warned. 
“In  fact,  all  of  us  suffer  from  small 
gospels,  some  of  us  just  suffer  more 
than  others.” 

Similar  themes  were  voiced  by  J. 
Alfred  Smith,  pastor  of  Allen  Temple 
Baptist  Church,  Oakland,  Calif.; 


By  David  Wilkinson 

(^rolyn  Weatherford,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Union. 
Birmingham,  Ala. ;  Kenneth  Chafin, 
professor  of  preaching  at  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.;  Gordon 
Cosby,  pastor  of  The  Church  of  the 
Savior,  Washington,  and  T.  B.  Maston, 
retired  professor  of  Christian  ethics  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas. 

Smith  warned  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  against  becoming  a  “cultural 
ghetto,”  which  becomes  isolated  from 
human  needs. 

“We  have  seminaries  that  prepare 
us  for  effective  service  in  the  temple 
in  Jerusalem,  but  do  we  know  how  to 
make  it  on  the  Jericho  road?”  he  ask¬ 
ed,  alluding  to  Jesus’  parable  of  the 
Good  Samaritan.  “Jesus  was  saying, 
‘You  know  how  to  do  serious 
theological  reflection,  but  you  don’t 
know  who  your  neighbor  is.’  ” 

Smith’s  predominantly  black  con¬ 
gregation,  which  has  attracted  na¬ 
tional  attention  for  its  innovative 
social  ministries,  has  experienced  an 
increase  in  conversions  rather  than 
the  decrease  many  have  predicted. 
Smith  noted. 

Weatherford  said,  “The  work  of  the 
church,  as  it  acts  out  the  gospel, 
b^ns  with  sharing  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus  Christ,  but  it  does  not  end  there. 
The  Good  News  includes  freedom  for 
the  captives,  meeting  needs  that  are 
physical,  social,  and  emotional.  We 
must  preach  the  whole  gospel^  the 
people” 

Chafin,  former  pastor  of  South  Main 
Church,  Houston,  also  urged 
preachers  to  address  biblical  truths  to 
personal  and  social  morality. 


“We  have  abandoned  our  people  to 
a  ruthless,  sensate,  sin-sick  society” 
by  failing  to  speak  to  the  issues,  he 
said.  “We  must  put  love  of  justice  and 
mercy  above  our  personal  ambition.” 

Chafin  several  times  referred  to  the 
current  controversy  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
noted  in  a  question-and-answer  ses¬ 
sion  that  the  upcoming  convention  in 
Dallas  could  mark  a  “turn-around”  in 
the  struggle. 

Alluding  to  criticism  of  his 
outspoken  opposition  to  the 
“takeover”  strategy  employed  by  a 
group  of  fundamentalist  leaders  in  the 
SBC,  Chafin  said,  “I  know  what  it’s 
like  to  be  a  veteran  of  an  unpopular 
war.” 

“In  our  denomination,”  he  said,  “it’s 
a)  greater  sin  to  rock  the  boat  than 
steal  the  boat.” 

Cosby  declared  that  af^lying  the 
gospel  in  the  local  church  begins  by 
“being  the  gospel.” 

“We  are  the  point  in  the  universe 
where  Jesus  affects  a  breakthrough,” 
he  explained.  “The  first  step  in 
becoming  the  gospel  in  the  local 
church  is  being  love.” 

T.  B.  Maston,  for  41  years  a  pro¬ 
fessor  of  ethics  at  Southwestern 
Seminary,  also  emphasized  the  role  of 
Christians  in  the  working  world. 

“That’s  the  one  opportunity  the 
layman  has  to  dress  up  the  gospel  in 
working  clothes,”  he  said.  “I  don’t 
think  there  is  anything  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  that.” 

Wilkinson  writes  for  the  Christian 
Life  Commission. 


African  relief  package 
approved  by  Congress 


WASHING’TON  (BP)  -  Congress 
has  given  strong  approval  to  an  $800 
million  African  famine  relief  package 
and  sent  the  measure  to  President 
Reagan  for  his  signature. 

The  $800  million  package  cleared  by 
both  houses  April  2  represents  a  com¬ 
promise  between  a  $1  billion  measure 
passed  earlier  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  a  $685  million 
figure  approved  by  the  Senate.  Final 
House  passage  came  on  a  400-19  vote 


while  the  Senate  agreed  to  the  con¬ 
ference  report  on  a  voice  vote. 

Most  of  the  compromise  funding 
package  passed  by  Congress  involves 
immediate  and  reserve  food  aid  for 
the  famine-stricken  regions  of  Africa. 

Congress  specified  that  up  to  $100 
million  of  the  immediate  food  aid  may 
be  spent  for  inland  transportation  and 
that  the  commodities  be  delivered  by 
the  end  of  1985. 


Devotional - 

The  salt  of  the  earth 

By  Donnie  L.  Stewart 
Matthew  5:13 

When  Jesus  wanted  to  impress  his  followers  that  Christianity  has  a  very 
important  part  in  the  redemption  of  the  world,  he  used  a  simple  statement, 
“Y^r^h^al^f  the  earth.”  Every  listener  would  easily  understand  this 
meaning.  Salt  was  a  very  important  commodity.  Without 
it,  life  would  have  been  much  more  difficult  and  different. 

Even  today,  life  without  salt,  in  the  right  proportion,  is 
at  least  “different.”  Most  of  us  never  think  about  it  in  food. 

instance,  unless  it  isn’t  there.  Then  we  notice  the  im¬ 
portance  of  it. 

Why  did  Jesus  say  we  are  the  salt  of  the  earth?  Perhaps 
more  reasons  than  we  know,  but  certainly  the  following 
reason  would  be  included: 

Salt  is  a  preservative.  ’The  hearers  would  know  the  im- 
Stewart  portance  of  salt  in  keeping  food  from  spoiling.  They  would 
therefore,  grasp  the  idea  that  Christianity  would  help  preserve  society. 

Salt  seasons  and  flavors.  Committed  Christians  are  often  described  as  dull 
and  uninteresting.  Just  the  opposite  should  be  true. 

Salt  has  healing  qualities.  When  Christ  referred  to  Christians  as  “salt.”  He 
must  have  had  in  mind  for  us  to  heal  both  the  emotional  and  spiritual  hurts 
of  those  around  us.  When  problems  ai  ise,  we  either  can  become  a  part  of  the 
problem  or  a  part  of  the  solution. 

Salt  is  no  good  until  it  is  used.  It  needs  to  be  scattered.  It  shouldn’t,  however, 
call  attention  to  itself  which  it  will  do  if  there  is  too  much  or  should  you  bite 
into  a  “unmelted”  lump.  Tbo  salty  can  be  worse  than  none  at  all.  When  pro¬ 
perly  applied,  it  brings  out  the  flavor. 

A  little  boy  was  reported  as  having  defined  salt  as  that  “. . .  what  makes 
the  potatoes  taste  bad  if  you  do  not  put  it  on.”  What  would  our  world  be  without 
the  influence  of  Christianity? 

Stewart  is  pastor.  First,  Hoiiy  Springs. 
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Home  Mission  Board  acts 
on  ordination,  farm  crisis 


Clyde  Carraway  has  accepted  the 
position  of  minister  of  music  educa¬ 
tion  at  Trinity  Church,  Laurel.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Mississippi  College  and 
holds  a  master  of  music  degree  from 
Utah  State  University.  He  and  his 
wife,  Mary,  have  two  children. 

Chester  Master- 
son  accepted 

minister 

H^^^^^^|and  activities. 
If ^3^  Parkway  Church, 

Natchez.  He  is  a 

versity  of  Mississi- 
ppi  and  Southwest- 
Masterson  em  Seminary,  Fort 

Worth.  Masters<Hi  served  as  associate 
minister  of  youth  and  activities.  First 
Church,  Vicksburg,  during  the  sum¬ 
mers  of  1981-1983.  He  was  recently 
married  to  Karen  IVillos  of  Vicksburg. 


meeting,  directors  also  elected  new  Later  in  the  meeting,  the  chairman 
officers,  named  an  executive  vice-  of  the  board’s  personnel  committee, 
president  and  two  new  staffers,  ap-  Eddie  Rickenbaker  of  Belton,  S.C., 
proved  a  reorganization  of  the  board’s  said  any  personnel  matters  of  a  sen- 
missions  ministries  division,  and  set  sitive  nature  in  the  future  would  be 
up  new  guidelines  for  state  conven-  discussed  by  the  full  personnel  com- 
tions  to  qualify  for  Home  Mission  mittee,  rather  than  during  the  small 
Board  assistance.  executive  committee  meetings. 

For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  the  Board  members  also  acted  on  a  mo- 
84-member  board  reaffirmed  its  tion  to  develop  crisis  pregnancy 
stance  that  ordination  is  a  matter  for  centers  which  was  referred  to  the 
local  churches  to  determine  and  is  not  board  by  messengers  at  the  1984 
a  requirement  for  missionary  ap-  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Kan- 
pointment  or  approval  by  the  Imrd.  sas  City,  Mo. 

The  motion,  which  passed  39-32,  The  motion,  brought  to  the  conven- 
came  after  an  hour’s  discussion  con-  tion  floor  ly  Calvin  Kelly,  an  Alabama 
corning  action  by  the  24-member  pastor,  called  for  a  study  of  “the  need 
Home  Mission  Board  executive  com-  and  feasibility  of  the  Home  Mission 
mittee  last  December  granting  Board’s  sponsoring  additional  crisis 
Church  Pastoral  Assistance  (C.P.A.)  pregnancy  centers  in  strategically 
to  Debra  Griffis-Woodberry,  pastor  of  located  U.S.  cities.” 

Broadneck  Baptist  Mission,  An-  *.,,The  board’s  Christian  social 
napolis,  Md.  She  was  the  first  ordain-  ministries  department  reported  state 
ed  woman  ever  approved  for  such  aid  convention  child  care  agencies  “in- 
by  the  board.  dicated  they  are  working  in  this  area 

In  giving  the  background  on  the  and  feel  very  positive  about  what  they 
December  action,  Home  Mission  are  doing  regarding  problem 
Board  President  William  G.  'Ibnner  pregnancies  and  do  not  see  the  need 
pointed  out  the  executive  committee  for  the  Home  Mission  Board  to  get  in- 
had  not  violated  board  policies,  volved  in  establishing  centers.” 
guidelines,  or  process  in  any  way.  He  However,  board  members  did  ap- 
reminded  the  board  ordination  never  prove  recommendations  to  sponsor 
has  been  a  qualification  for  mis-  four  regional  seminars  or  workshops 
sionary  appointment  or  approval,  and  in  1986-87  “to  train  or  re-train  pastors 
the  board  meeting  in  March  1984  had  and  others  in  counseling  resources 
reaffirmed  this  policy.  related  to  women  with  problem 

'Ibnner  also  pointed  out  there  was  pregnancies  and  also  how  to  assist 
no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  board  to  families  of  young  women  with  pro-  A  newly  created  Christian  social 
disregard  or  be  insensitive  to  a  resolu-  blem  pregnancies.”  ministries  centers  department  will 

tion  adopted  by  the  1984  Southern  Bap-  The  board  voted  to  provide  relate  to  missionaries  serving  institu- 
tist  Convention  opposing  ordination  of  materials  explaining  alternatives  to  tions  and  Baptist  centers, 
women.  “We  have  never  purposely  abortion  for  use  by  associations  and  jjj  other  actions,  the  board  pro- 
aligned  ourselves  in  a  position  oppos-  churches,  to  develop  a  directory  of  rioted  Bob  Banks  from  vice-president 

for  administration  to  executive  vice- 
president,  and  named  two  new 
associates  in  the  evangelism  section. 


fr  iv  pastorate  of  the  Southway  Church,  have  two  chUdren. 
which  will  directly  affec^  by  the  Brookhaven  and  will  begin  his  He  is  employed  with  Olan  Mills,  ii 

current  crisis  facing  family  lai^.  ministry  there  on  May  12.  Hill  is  a  church  directories. 

According  to  news  reports,  93,000  U.S.  mUive  of  Bruce,  and  was  licensed  and 
farms  are  technically  insolvent  or  on  ordained  by  Pittsboro  Church, 
the  verge  of  going  broke.  Calhoun  Association.  For  the  past  six 

In  election  of  new  officers,  the  board  years  he  has  served  as  pastor  of 
selected  Travis  Wigington,  pastor  of  French  Camp  Church,  French  Camp. 

Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Norman,  He  is  married  to  the  former  Norma 
Okla.,  as  the  new  chairman,  sue-  Thompson  and  they  have  one 
ceeding  Jerry  Gilmore  of  Dallas.  daughter,  Amy. 

In  other  actions,  the  board  approv- 

ed  a  reorganization  of  the  agent’s  '  ^  ^  j 

missions  ministries  division,  adding 
a  new  position  of  associate  division 

director,  dissolving  the  pr^nt  Chris-  (pre„tiss) :  April  21-24; 

tian  social  ministries  department,  Sunday,  regular  services;  Mon.-Wed., 
and  creating  two  new  departments  to  7  .  q  p  Douglas,  Wesson, 

deal  with  Christian  social  ministries,  evangelist;  Dwight  Massengill, 

The  church  and  community  pastor, 
ministries  department  will  relate  to  _  . 

missionaries  who  serve  with  associa-  c  ^  ’ 

Uonsandchurches  ltalsowillinclude  Junday,  lOM  a.m.,  7  p.m.;  Mon.- 

the  work  of  the  national  consultant  for  l  V  I  Y  ’ 

the  blind  and  handicapped  and  the  V  ’ 


New  Hope  Church,  Starkville,  ha: 
called  Hugh  Long  as  pastor.  Long  i: 
a  native  of  Texas.  He  formerly  wai 
pastor  at  Enon  Church,  Clay  Associa 
tion.  He  and  wife,  Martha,  have  beei 
employed  at  French  Camp  Academ; 
for  the  past  twelve  years. 


'Trinity,  Carthage;  April  21  to  24 
Paul  Daniel,  Community  Baptis 
Church,  West  Monroe,  La.,  evangelist 
Mickey  Gentry,  First  Church 
Philadelphia,  Miss.,  music  director 
Sunday  services,  11  a.m.  and  6:4i 
p.m.;  weekday  services,  noon  witl 
lunch  and  7  p.m.;  Ronald  Ballard 
pastor. 

Main  St.,  Mendenhall:  April  21-26 
Sunday,  regular  semces;  7:30  p.m 
Pittsboro,  (Calhoun):  April  24-27;  nightly;  George  Meadows,  evangelist 
7:30  nightly;  Barry  Ward,  pastor,  Lavon  Gray,  music  evangelist;  Joani 
evangelist;  Fred  Bullard,  music  Smith,  organist;  James  Davis 
director.  pianist;  Dewitt  Mitchell,  pastor. 

New  Hope  Church:  April  21-26;  Glade  Church,  Highway  15  South 
Ernest  Sadler,  pastor.  First  (Thurch,  Laurel:  April  21-26;  Roy  Myers 
Wiggins,  evangelist;  Norman  Rester,  pastor.  Rocky  Creek  Church 


Brazil’s  (drought  region 
hit  bv  massive  floods 


and  7  p.m. ;  nightly  at  7  p.m. ;  Dennis 
H.  Smith,  pastor. 

Concord  Church,  (Yazoo):  April 
21-24;  Sunday  services,  11  a.m.  and 
6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.; 
Dwight  Turner,  Goodrum  Church, 
Vicksburg,  evangelist;  B.  B.  Neely, 
music;  Tommy  Bufkin,  pastor. 

Union  (Covington):  April  21-24; 
youth  led  revival;  Tommy  Mitchell, 
pastor  of  Liberty  Hill,  Batesville, 
evangelist;  Bill  Mitchell,  pastor. 


P»w»,  pulpits,  bapOstrias. 
stained  glaas,  carpal, 
slaaplas,  chairs. 

Van  mnklE 
(Church 
JurntRhtugii 
pEui  UphuliBtcrii 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  FrM  1-800-824-9627 
Design— Construction  Managomsnl 


» 
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Goodgame  of  Uganda  will  speak  to 
Baptist  medical-dental 


group 


James  S.  Allen 


(Continued  from  last  week) 


making  all  that  noise.  She  looked  up 

_ t* 


assigned  to  Turkey.  His  duties  as  “I  felt  it  was  God’s  will  for  me,  and 
special  government  agent  took  him  I  asked  my  wife.  What  have  you  ever 
through  Europe,  the  Far  East,  North  sacrificed  for  God?’  ” 

Africa,  and  Asia  Minor.  She  began,  “We  tithe.  .  .  .’’ 

Living  in  Washington,  1961-68,  he  “Yes,  but  what  have  we  ever 
was  ordained  as  a  deacon  of  Duke  sacrificed  for  God?’’ 

Street  Church,  Alexandria,  Va.  Dur-  Considerable  time  in  prayer  led 
ing  those  years,  too,  he  did  lots  of  sup-  them  to  say  yes.  He  returned  to 
ply  preaching.  England  to  appear  as  witness  for  the 

In  1969  he  was  transferred  to  crown  in  a  case  he  was  working  on. 

England.  “I  had  all  kinds  of  oppor-  Within  90  days,  he  had  retired  and 

tunities  to  witness  to  people  I  worked  moved  to  South  Carolina, 
for,  and  ones  I  worked  with,”  he  Soon  he  was  called  to  his  first  full- 
recalls.  “Once  a  person  .1  was  in-  time  pastorate,  at  Bethel  Church, 
vestigating  made  a  profession  of  Bethera,  S.C.  After  having  been  a 

preacher  for  16  or  17  years,  he  was  at 
Some  would  tell  him  they  saw  a  con-  last  ordained  Nov.  4,  1973,  at  Faith 
flict  between  his  work  and  his  Church,  Summerville,  S.C. 

Christianity.  Within  a  few  hours’  credit  of  eam- 

“But  I  would  say,  ‘What’s  the  pro-  ing  his  B.A.  degree,  Jie  enrolled  at 
blem?  Jesus  socialized  with  sinners.  Baptist  College.  For  a  time  he  and  his 
Maybe  there’s  alcohol  where  I  go,  but  sons,  Marc  and  William,  were  fellow 
I’n  not  drinking  it’  ”  students.  (Now  they  are  both  in  the 

In  England  he  and  Alice  joined  a  Air  Force  and  have  three  sons. ) 
church  at  Lakenheath,  the  Suffolk  “A  college  course.  Ways  We  Wor- 
Southern  Baptist  Church,  made  up  ship,’  awakened  in  me  the  desire  to 
mostly  of  military  people.  Twice  he  study  again  seriously.  God  gave  me  a 
served  this  church  as  interim  pastor,  hunger  to  learn.”  He  began  looking  at 

“At  one  time  there  were  eight  licens-  vanous  seminaries.  “I  prayed,  ‘Lord, 
ed  preachers  in  our  church.  The  'send  me  to  Mill  Valley,  or  anywhere, 
secretaries  of  the  British  and  but  just  not  to  New  Orleans.’  ”  But 
Methodist  conventions  invited  us  to  that’s  where  he  wound  up.  While  seek- 
preach  in  their  churches.  On  many 
Sundays  I  preached  three  times,  in 
different  churches.  Baptist  and  New  Orleans. 

Methodist.” 

British  congregations  sometimes 
didn’t  know  quite  what  to  think  of  this 
exuberant  “preacher  from  the  col¬ 
onies,”  as  they  called  him,  but  he 
remembers  that  they  were  friendly, 
and  responsive.  In  most  of  their  chur¬ 
ches  the  pulpit  is  on  a  high  platform. 

“My  eyes  were  on  the  level  with  peo¬ 
ple  sitting  in  the  balcony,”  he 
remembers. 

In  one  church  he  came  down  from 
his  high  perch  to  the  level  of  the  con-  Bibles  in  Turkey, 
gregation  and  gave  an  invitation  at 
the  close  of  his  sermon.  He  had  not 
realized  that  it  was  not  the  custom  in 
many  British  churches  to  give  such  an 
invitation.  In  answer  to  questioning 
looks,  the  pastor  came  forward  and 

explained,  “This  is  a  custom  of  people  was  as  nothing  compared  to 
Southern  Baptists.  He  means  if  you  this.” 
want  to  make  an  inquiry,  you  may 
come  forward,  and  I  will  confer  with 
you  after  the  service” 

In  another  church,  in  Cam-  Blue  Mountain  College  Ministenal  Dining  Hall.  Special  music  was  pro- 
bridgeshire  Allen  was  sitting  on  the  Alumni  Day  was  held  Friday,  April  12,  vided  in  the  afternoon  by  Eddie 
high  pulpit  platform.  BOOM!  The  at  Blue  Mountain.  Billy  W.  Baker,  Thompson,  and  also  the  men’s  chorus, 
huge  pipe  organ  started,  just  below  president  of  the  association,  spoke  in  Special  guest  speaker  for  the  after- 
him.  He  nearly  fell  off  his  chair.  “I  the  chapel  service  at  9; 50  a.m.  noon  was  Earl  Kelly,  executive 
looked  over  the  railing,  and  a  tiny  old  secretary,  Mississippi  l^ptist  Con- 

lady  was  sitting  at  the  keybrard,  ‘  At  12:30,  lunch  was  served  in  Ray  vention  Board. 


BMC  celebrates 
spring  festival 


send  me  to  Mill  Valley,  or  anywhere.  Blue  Mountain  College  celebrated  13.  Registration  began  at  9:00  a  m 
but  just  not  to  New  Orleans’  ”  But  spring  festival  on  April  13.  FesOvities  followed  by  a  performance  by  thi 
that’s  where  he  wound  up.  While  seek-  honored  the  classes  of  1925, 1935, 1950,  Clarke  College  Choir.  This  perfor 
ing  a  master  of  divinity  degree,  he  1960,  1965,  1970,  1975,  1980,  and  1984.  mance  marked  the  beginning  of  thi 
was  pastor  of  Valence  Street  Church,  Mrs.  France^  Brame  Spain,  choir’s  annual  10  day.  spring  toui 

humorist  and  motivator,  of  the  Blue  Following  the  performance,  alumn 
For  three  years,  foUowing  seminary  Mountain  College  class  of  1935,  met  by  classes  for  information  a™ 
graduation,  he  was  pastor  of  Scotland  presented  the  address.  Mrs.  Spain  fellowship 
CTiurch,  Montgomery  County.  During  travels  extensively  to  speak  for 

that  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  seminars,  banquets  jmd  state  conven-  New  Hope  Church,  Vardaman:  firs 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  tions.  She  was  elected  as  Baton  Rouge,  homecoming  in  38  years;  April  28 
“I  believe  God  has  a  plan  for  each  Louisiana’s  1984  Lady  of  the  Year.  She 
individual.  I  don’t  regret  my  decision  is  a  teacher  at  Spencer  College  and 
to  remain  in  the  military  service  for  works  in  travel  and  tourism  in 
as  long  as  I  did,  because  (jkxl  used  me  Louisiana. 

there.  He  permitted  me  to  preach  in  An  alumnae  luncheon  was  held  in 
places  where  others  could  not  Ray  Diningjlall  in  recognition  of  the 
preach.”  He  gave  away  hundreds  of  reunion  classes. 

At  3:30  p.m.,  the  spring  festival  pro- 
“The  most  important  thing  I  ever  gram  and  coronation  of  the  spring 
did  was  to  come  to  know  Jesus,”  he  festival  queen  was  held  in  the  Modena 
told  me.  ‘The  second  most  important  Lowrey  Berry  Auditorium, 
is  to  try  to  live  my  life  every  day  for  “Cinderella,”  the  Blue  Mountain 
him.  All  those  travels  and  government  College  spring  production  sponsored 
functions  and  meeting  with  famous  by  the  Speech  and  Drama  Depart¬ 
ment,  was  presented  at  7:30  p.m.  in 
Garrett  Fine  Arts  Center. 

_  r 

Baker,  Kelly  speak  to  BMC  ministers 


MSI  Announces 


JAYNEE  HAMILTON...our  new 
church  computer  consultant  in 
Jackson.  You  may  already  know 
Jaynee-she  has  installed  computer 
systems  in  several  churches  in 
Mississippi. 

MSI...Church  Computer 
Specialists 

•  'The  Finest  Hardware:  IBM 
€md  Texas  Instruments 

•  Proven  Software:  used  in  over 
300  churches 

•  Total  Support:  your  system 
lives! 


MembwaUp  Services,  Isc. 
P.O.  Box  152130 
Irving,  Texes  75015 
601-992-1310 
800-527-9919,  ext.  0605 
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ulfshore  staff 


reunion  planned 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  will 
hold  a  staff  reunion  May  3-4  at  the 
Pass  Christian  facility.  All  summer 


Milton  Wheeler,  vice  president  for 
academic  affairs  at  William  Carey 
College,  was  recently  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Mississippi  Association  of 
Colleges’  Council  on  Study  and  Ac¬ 
creditation.  The  statewide  organiza¬ 
tion  represents  all  accredited 
Mississippi  colleges  and  universities 
and  its  study  and  accreditation  coun¬ 
cil,  among  other  matters,  reviews  all 
requests  by  out-of-state  colleges  to  of- 


sta^fers  who  served  at  the  assembly 
from  1962-69  and  1978-84  are  invited  to 
participate. 

The  main  emphasis  of  the  weekend 
will  be  a  banquet  at  noon  on  May  4, 
according  to  Frank  Simmons, 
manager. 

Registration  begins  at  6  p.m.  Friday 
night,  includes  a  complimentary  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast. 


fer  courses  in  Mississippi 


_ _  _  and  concludes 

after  the  noon  meal. 

Those  who  have  photos,  slides,  or 
other  to  the 

Gulfshore  experience  are  Encouraged 
to  bring  them  to  share  with  the  group. 

contact  the 

Guifshore  Baptist  Assembly,  Hender- 
Parkway  Church  recently  licensed  son  Point,  Pass  Christian,  Miss.,  39571 
Perry  Simpson,  Jr.  to  the  gospel  ministry,  and  make  reservations  for  the  noon 
He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  Simp-  meal  and  overnight  accommodations 
son,  Sr.  of  Morton.  David  Holt,  pastor,  if  needed.  Deadline  for  reservations 
(right)  is  shown  presenting  certificate  of  will  be  May  1. 
license.  Simpson  will  begin  his  ministerial  i  •  i 

studies  in  the  near  future.  CoilVCrtS  DaptlZeQ 

Richard  P.  Butler,  75,  a  former  /-,»,rTr.KixTT:.  ^  u  /-  • 

pastor  in  Mississippi,  ‘^^Ma.jh  11  souS^efn  Bapbst  S 

in  Louisiana.  He  had  retired  and  was  ..  •  .  j  .u  u 

, .  .  „  .  Tx  u  o  •  T-.  1  and  Jerri  Darnell  reported  the  bap- 

living  in  Denham  Springs.  Funeral  ..  r  .u  •  r-  *  *  tuT 

•  u  u  *  *  D  *  tism  of  their  first  15  converts.  The 

services  were  held  at  First  Baptist  _  ,,  •  j  •  o  tu 

_ io  Darnells  arrived  in  the  South 

Church,  Denham  Springs,  March  13.  .  .  »  n 

Uoii  American  nation  in  1983  to  open  Bap- 

Dan  Hail,  director.  Church  Music,  j  ..u  •  u- 

...A  o  .  tist  work.  Attendance  at  their  worship 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  i  i 

=.1  tL  fnLr.i  H.ii  h.H  services  now  regularly  tops  100. 


Bolivar  Baptist  Association  Family  Ministries  organization  sponsored  a  senior  adult 
rally,  Feb.  26.  The  meeting  was  held  at  First,  Cleveland,  with  fifty  nine  persons  pre¬ 
sent.  Following  the  noon  meal,  entertainment  was  provided  by  Rosalie  Cole,  Pat 
Bradley,  Dot  Franklin  and  Ed  Flemmons.  The  group’s  next  meeting  is  April  30,  First, 
Cleveland.  Lyda  Taylor  is  associational  senior  adult  leader. 


Four  young  Mississippi  Baptist 
women  have  been  select^  for  listing 
in  Outstanding  Young  Women  of 
America,  1984.  They  were  Carla 
Renee  Dubose,  Hattiesburg;  Nay  B. 
Reed,  Greenwood;  Barbara  G.  Taylor, 
Crystal  Springs;  and  Dianne  D.  War¬ 
ren,  Hattiesburg.  This  program  is 
designed  to  honor  young  women  bet¬ 
ween  21  and  36  who  have  distinguish¬ 
ed  themselves  in  their  home,  profes¬ 
sions,  and  communities. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  piico,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Infrnatiormlly  Known  spocialats" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 
■os  3es-c  -  Oiesdwooe,  mao.  Jaaso 


BMociMi^  BAPTISTRIES 

^^1  HEATERSl  pumps 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
^*»U/tOU.  free  1-S00-2S1-M7* 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  SIS-STS^MTS 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
MI  I  mXSONnKE’CHATMNOOGATNmiS 


were;  Penny  Thaggard,  Marsha  Wpe*  pViiirrhpc  7  p.m.,  26th-12:30  p.m.,  27th  (WMU) 

Stovall,  Andy  Hardin,  Rhonda  Singles’  Retreat;  Temple  BC,  Hattiesburg;  7  p.m.,  26th-5  p.m., 

Holliman,  Bart  Moore,  Stacey  Ely,  plan  COmmunitV  -  27th  (CAC)  - 

and  Angie  Hardin.  Coaches  were:  ^  ^  Church  Drama-Music  Conference;  Morrison  Heights  BC,  Clin- 

children’s,  Ellon  Hardy,  and  Fay  rCVlVal  time  ton;  7  p.m.,  26th-4  p.m,  27th  (CT) 

Moore;  youth,  Reuben  Moore.  April  27  Cru^der  Day;  Central  Hills  Retreat  (Grades  1-6,  North  Mississip- 

Community  revival  services  will  be  pi,  9  g  .3  p  (brq) 

conducted  in  West,  April  19-21,  at  the 

West  Methodist  Church.  The  flrst  ser-  ^ ^  V  ✓ 

Girls  in  Action  held  their  annual  vice  will  be  Friday,  April  19,  at  7  p.m.,  y X 

recognition  service  for  badges  earn-  and  two  services  on  Saturday  and  ' 
ed  through  Mission  Achievement  dur-  Sunday  at  11  a.m,  and  7  p.m. 
ing  “WMU  Focus  Week”  at  Big  Creek  Tom  Hawks,  pastor  of  First  United 

Church  in  Wayne  County.  Those  Methodist  (Dhurch,  Durant,  will  plan  Cecile  Alexander  Jr.,  Taiitha  Edwards,  journeyman  to 

receiving  badges  presented  by  their  and  direct  the  music,  which  will  be  "Missionaries  to  Argentina,  are  in  the  Kor^,  has  arrived  on  the  field  to 
leader,  Mrs.  Louise  James,  were  provided  by  a  community  choir  and  States  for  furlough  (address:  1410  begin  her  twivyear  term  of  service  as 
Stephanie  Williams,  Joni  Stevens,  by  various  groups  and  choirs  invited  Dr.,  Chesapeake,  Va.  a  pharmacist  (address:  Baptist 

Shonda  C^ooley,  Belin^  Shows,  LaNae  from  nearby  churches.  23325).  He  is  a  native  of  (Th^peake,  Hospital,  P.  O.  Box  76,  Pusan  600, 

McIntosh,  Rexanna  Ferguson,  Sierra  W.  Levon  Moore,  director  of  mis-  Va.,  and  she  grew  up  in  Corinth.  Th^  Korea).  She  is  a  native  of  Grenada. 
Beard,  Melody  Duncan,  Mandy  sions  for  Attala  Baptist  Association,  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mis-  Before  she  was  emplc^ed  by  the 
Stevens,  and  Renee  Cochran.  Receiv-  will  be  the  evangelist.  Before  coming  Board  in  1956.  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  February, 

ing  GA  banners  made  in  the  GA  col-  to  Attala  Association,  he  served  as  George  and  Robbie  Pettey,  mis-  ®  relief  pharmacist  at  local 

ors  with  emblems  presented  to  the  pastor  of  First  (Tiurch,  Pontotoc,  for  sionary  associates  to  Nigeria,  have  stores  in  Grenada, 

girls  who  entered  the  GA  class  this  14  year^.  completed  furlough  and  returned  to 

year,  and  had  not  earned  enough  Norman  E.  Harper,  Tbm  Hawks,  the  field  (address:  Box  30,  Dorothy  Emmons,  missionary  to 
achievements  to  get  badges  were  and  Clarence  H.  Cutrell,  are  pastors,  Ogbomosho,  Nigeria).  They  are  'Ihnzania,  has  completed  furlough  and 
Mendy  Stevens,  Sabrina  Williams,  respectively,  of  the  Presl^terian,  natives  of  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  and  returned  to  the  field  (address:  P.  0. 
Rachel  Cochran,  Marie  Adams,  and  Methodist,  and  Baptist  churches  in  were  employed  by  the  Foreign  Mis-  Box  739,  Arusha,  Ihnzania).  A  native 
Vanessa  Adams.  West.  sion  Board  in  1981.  of  Mississippi,  she  was  born  in  Lake. 


/n  Pascagoula 

LaFont  Inn 
makes  your 
business 
a  pleasure 


■  193  resort  rooms,  convertible  interview/ 
bedrooms  and  new  executive  suites  ■  6 
banquet/ meeting  rooms  lor  50-350 

■  Otympic-size  pool  and  heated  whirlpool 

■  Sauna  and  exercise  room  ■  Lighted  tennis 
courts 


Call  toll  tree: 

Ul  1-800-821-3668 
U.  S.  90  East,  Pascagoula 


“I  do  not  think  it  fair  to  use  CP  as  a  tool” 


Cooperative  Program  is  battleground 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— The 
Cooperative  Program,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  unified  plan  of  supporting  mis¬ 
sions  and  education,  could  be  serious¬ 
ly  damaged  by  the  continuing  con¬ 
troversy  in  the  14.3-million  member 
denomination,  key  leaders  believe. 

Former  SBC  President  James  T. 
Draper  Jr.  warned  that  the 
Cooperative  Program  could  collapse 
if  current  president  Charles  Stanley 
is  defeated  during  the  1985  annual 
meeting  in  Dallas. 

Draper,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Euless,  Texas,  said 
“thousands  of  churches”  could 
withdraw  support  if  a  “massive  at¬ 
tempt  . . .  financed  by  Cooperative 
Program  funds”  and  led  by 
denominational  executives  is  suc¬ 
cessful  in  denying  Stanley  a  second 
one-year  term. 

Stanley,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Atlanta,  said:  “I  think  Jim¬ 
my  (Draper)  is  trying  to  get  people’s 
attention.  He  is  trying  to  get  them  to 
admit  we  have  problems  and  to  be 
willing  to  sit  down  and  talk  about 
them.  If  godly  men  will  sit  down  and 
talk  about  these  problems  like  godly 
men,  we  <Sin  come  to  agreement.  If 
we  don’t  and  continue  to  call  each 
other  names,  we  have  major  prob¬ 
lems,”  Stanley  said. 


Stanley  said  First  Baptist  Church, 
Atlanta,  has  doubled  Coc^rative  Pro¬ 
gram  giving  to  $250,000  for  1985,  and 
has  “made  no  provision  to  do  any¬ 
thing,  whether  I  win  or  lose.” 

He  commented  the  way  Southern 
Baptists  “go  about  facing  our  prob¬ 
lems”  could  affect  the  denomination’s 
witness.  “The  worst  thing  that  could 
happen  is  that  our  witness  could  go 
down  the  lirain.  It  could  hurt  every 
church  and  every  pastor  if  we  act  in 
an  unCIhrist-like  manner.  We  can 
either  demonstrate  a  beautiful  exam¬ 
ple  of  how  flhristians  can  settle  their 
differences,  or  we  can  demonstrate  an 
attitude  that  would  destroy  our 
witness  for  generations  to  come.” 

Baptist  Press  contacted  k^  leaders 
for  response  to  Draper’s  comments, 
including  pastors  of  the  five  churches 
which  gave  the  largest  amounts  to  the 
Cooperative  Program,  and  two 
pastors  from  each  of  the  opposing 
wings  of  the  denomination. 

The  pastor  of  the  top  giving 
Cooperative  Program  church,  Dan 
Vestal  of'  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Midland,  Texas,  said:  ‘The  whole 
Cooperative  Program  and  mission 
enterprise  of  Southern  Baptists  is  bas¬ 
ed  on  trust.  My  greatest  fear  since  the 
beginning  ...  is  that  our  trust  which 
holds  us  together  is  being  eroded,” 


By  Dan  Martin 

said  Vestal,  whose  church  gave 
$944,5l^through  the  Ckmperative  Pro¬ 
gram  last  year.  “It  will  inevitably  af¬ 
fect  our  giving.” 

Vestal  said  the  church  is  “commit¬ 
ted  to  the  cooperative  way  of  missions 
and  theological  education.”  He  added : 
“The  distrust  in  the  denomination  is 
growing,  and  I  grieve  and  lament 
about  that  . . .  Winning  people  to 
(Christ  and  building  up  churches  is 
taking  second  place  The  controversy 
is  possessing  and  obsessing  us.” 

John  Sullivan,  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
Baptist  (Church,  Shreveport,  La.,  said: 
“I  doubt  the  Cooperative  Program  is 
so  fragile  it  will  collapse  but  there  is 
no  doubt  it  wilt  be  hurt.” 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  which 
last  year  gave  $588,858  as  the  fifth 
place  Cooperative  Program  giving 
church,  “has  no  intention  of  doing 
anything  other  than  supporting  the 
Cooperative  Program,”  Sullivan  said. 

He  said  the  basic  issue  in  the 
dispute  is  “more  philosophical  than 
theological.  'The  xjuestion  is:  ‘Will  I 
supp(Hl  significanUy  that  which  I  can¬ 
not  appreciably  control^’  I  think  we 
must  get  a  committee  together  and 
begin  negotiating  our  differences.  I 
use  ‘n^otiation’  advisedly,  because  in 
a  negotiation,  no  one  gets  everything 
he  wants.” 


May  19  a  day  of  prayer 


(Cdhtinued  from  page  2) 
for  how  we  use  this  opportunity. 
Specifically,  we  refer  to  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  are  ours  to  proclaim  the 
gospel  through  Bold  Mission  Thrust, 
Good  News  America,  ACTS,  and  other 
ministries. 

'The  manner  in  which  the  present 
controversies  are  being  discussed 
among  Southern  Baptists  in  many  in¬ 
stances  diminishes  our  ability  to 
reflect  Christ’s  love  to  the  world, 
limits  our  ability  to  carry  out  the 
Great  Commissieur  and  diverts  our 
attention  from  the  responsibilities 
God  has  given  us. 

We  believe  persons  involved  with  all 
positions  of  these  discussions  are 
sincere  people  seeking  to  serve  the 
cause  of  Cluist.  We  urge,  however,  that 
all  participants  in  the  debate  reflect 
the  character  of  Quist  in  their  discus¬ 
sions,  articles,  and  statements.  The 
true  evidence  that  the  cause  of  Christ 


is  being  served  is  in  reflecting  his  love. 
“By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one 
to  another”  (John  13:35) 

We  are  convinced  that  only  God  can 
produce  healing  and  reconciliation 
and  solve  the  problems  that  confront 
us.  We  urge  all  Southern  Baptists  to 
unite  in  fervent  and  continual  prayer 
for  our  Convention.  We  call  upon  the 
churches  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  to  set  aside  Sunday,  May  19, 
1985,  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  Dallas,  June  11-13,  1985, 
specifically  praying  for  each  other 
and  ourselves:  (1)  that  revival  and 
spiritual  awakening  will  break  out 
among  Southern  Baptists;  (2)  that 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
healing  and  reconciliation  will  take 
place;  and  (3)  that  Southern  Baptists 
might  effectively  proclaim  the  gospel 
around  the  world  to  the  glory  of  (rod. 


We  urge  our  fellow  messengers  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  ex¬ 
ercise  restraint  in  the  filing  of  resolu¬ 
tions  and  that  discussions  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  Christian  love. 

We  urge  those  in  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  who  make  appoint¬ 
ments  and  those  who  carry  out  pro¬ 
grams  to  be  mindful  of  involving  peo¬ 
ple  from  a  broad  range  of  our 
constituency. 

We  call  attention  to  the  purposes  for 
which  our  convention  was  organized 
as  stated  in  our  constitution :  “To  pro¬ 
vide  a  general  organization  for  Bap¬ 
tists  in  the  United  States  and  its  ter¬ 
ritories  for  the  promotion  of  CJhristian 
missions  at  home  and  abroad  and  any 
other  objects  such  as  (Christian  educa¬ 
tion,  benevolent  enterprises  and  social 
services  which  it  may  deem  proper 
and  advisable  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God.” 


Jim  Henry,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
(Thurch  of  Orlando,  Fla.,  said  he 
believes  the  Cooperative  Program  “is 
being  used  both  sides  and  I  hate  to 
see  that  happen.  I  have  a  concern  that 
some  would  grade  spirituality  by  how 
much  they  give.  I  also  do  not  think  it 
is  fair  to  use  it  (the  CP)  as  a  tool  to 
badger  others  to  take  certain  posi¬ 
tions.” 

Henry,  whose  church  was  ranked 
third  with  gifts  of  $626,532,  said  the 
congregation  “has  no  plans  to  do 
anything  other  than  what  we  are  do¬ 
ing.  Of  course,  if  we  see  a  deteriora¬ 
tion  (in  the  theological  stance  of  na¬ 
tional  agencies)  we  would  have  to  con¬ 
sider  changes.” 

Richard  Jackson,  pastor  of  North 
Phoenix  (Ariz.)  Baptist  Church, 
where  the  congregation  placed  second 
with  $687,500  in  gifts  last  year,  said  it 
is  his  hope  contributions  will  reach  the 
$1  million  level  soon. 

“Several  years  ago  I  was  nominated 
for  president  (of  the  SBC),”  Jackson 
said.  “I  didn’t  get  elected.  The  next 
year  the  church  doubled  its  giving.  I 
don’t  think  the  laypeople  in  the  con¬ 
vention  want  to  see  missions  giving 
used  to  hold  anything  over  anybody’s 
head.  I  think  a  lot  of  pastors  will  be 
surprised  if  they  try  (to  withhold  CP 
giving). 

Winfred  Moore,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Amarillo,  and  touted  as 
the  man  who  will  run  against  Stanley 
at  the  1985  annual  meeting,  said  the 
Tfexas  congregation  “will  keep  right  on 
giving  just  like  it  has  been”  regardless 
of  who  is  elected.  The  church,  which 
last  year  placed  fourth  with  $591,428, 
will  do  so,  said  Moore,  “because  we 
are  giving  to  the  Lord  and  to  his 
work.” 

Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue 
Baptist  Church  of  Memphis,  and 
president  of  the  SBC  for  one  term 
(1980),  said  he  is  “committed  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  to 
cooperative  missions.  But  I  have  a 
higher  commitment  and  that  is  to  the 
Word  of  God.” 

He  said  if  he  leaves  Dallas  feeling 
the  “convention  has  taken  a  direction 
away  from  the  Word  of  God,  then  we 
would  have  to  make  a  decision  about 
how  we  could  place  our  money  so  as 
to  be  as  cooperative  as  possible 
without  compromise.  We  have  some 
deep  theological  convictions  and  I  will 
not  crucify  those  convictions  on  the 
altar  of  cooperation.” 

William  L.  Self,  pastor  of  Wieuca 
Road  Baptist  Church  in  Atlanta,  and 
a  leader  of  the  moderate  faction,  said 


Ministers’  wives  called  on  to  pray  for  unity 


ATLANTA  (BP)— Ministers’  wives 
across  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  have  been  called  to  “join  together 
in  fervent  prayer”  for  “unity,  har¬ 
mony,  and  meeting  in  Dallas  June 
11-13. 

The  appeal  was  issued  by  Mrs. 
Ellen  (William  G.)  Thnner  of  Atlan¬ 
ta,  wife  of  the  president  of  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board.  Mrs. 
'Dinner  was  asked  by  officers  of  SBC 
Ministers’  Wives’  Conference  to  be  na¬ 
tional  prayer  chairman  for  the  1985 
SBC.  - 


Mrs.  'Ihnner  wrote:  “It  is  my  heart¬ 
felt  desire  for  women  of  our  Southern 
Baptist  (Convention  to  pray  for  har¬ 
mony,  for  love,  and  for  real  unity  in 
our  convention.  Surely,  our  Lord  is  not 
going  to  stand  and  wait  for  us  to  set¬ 
tle  our  differences  while  thousands 
are  dying  without  knowledge  of  him 
each  day.” 

She  added :  “It  is  my  conviction  that 
if  we  will  earnestly  pay  the  price  in 
prayer  on  our  knees,  he  will  hear  and 
answet-  our  prayer  and  heal  our  con¬ 
vention.  Let  us  pray  that  (Christ  our 


Lord  and  Saviour  will  be  the  victor ; 
that  his  work  of  winning  and  minister¬ 
ing  to  the  world  may  be  carried  on; 
and  that  we  will  still  be  usable  in  his 
kingdom  work.” 

Mrs.  Ihnner  has  enlisted  at  least 
two  persons  in  each  state  convention 
to  be  co-chairpersons  for  prayer.  Elach 
minister’s  wife  will  be  encouraged  to 
pray  for  her  husband,  with  a  prayer 
partner,  with  wives  of  other  staff 
members,  and  at  the  convention  in 
Dallas. 

Marjorie  (Mrs.  Earl)  Kelly  of 


Jackson,  Miss.,  is  president  of  SBC 
Ministers’  Wives  Conference.  In 
February,  officers  of  the  conference 
issued  a  statement  asking  wives 
across  the  nation  to  pray  for 
“forgiveness,  for  humility,  for  unity  of 
purpose,  and  for  renewed  power  to 
follow  the  Lord’s  command  to  go  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel.” 

Tickets  to  SBC  Ministers’  Wives’ 
Conference  lunch  June  11  at  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Hotel  in  Dallas  are  available  for 
$12.50  from  Mrs.  Martha  Garrison,  432 
NW  17th,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  73103. 


the  church  “did  not  withdraw  funds 
when  the  ‘fundamentalists’  took  over 
in  1979.  I  am  a  Southern  Baptist  by 
conviction,  not  by  convenience.” 

He  referred  to  the  effort  to  withhold 
Junding  as  “manipulation  and  in¬ 
timidation.  We  are  a  family  and 
families  don’t  do  that  to  one  another.” 

Two  other  representatives  are 
pessimistic  about  the  future. 

“I  know  of  nobody  who  can  bring  us 
together  because  the  issues  are  so 
deep  and  strong,”  said  Bailey  E. 
Smith,  president  of  the  SBC  1980-81, 
and  pastor  of  First  Southern  Baptist 
Church  of  Del  City,  Okla.  “We  have 
two  denominations  now;  we  should 
just  admit  it  and  move  on.” 

Smith  said  the  Oklahoma  City- 
suburban  church  cut  CP  giving  from 
$175,000  in  1984  to  $125,000  this  year  as 
a  protest  against  a  “seminary  presi¬ 
dent  who  is  going  around  the  country 
on  Cooperative  Program  money  try¬ 
ing  to  defeat  Charles  Stanley.  My 
deacons  said  they  weren’t  going  to  pay 
for  that.  I  had  to  work  to  keep  them 
from  cutting  it  more.” 

Cecil  Sherman,  pastor  of  Broadway 
Baptist  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  said  he 
has  “given  up  hope”  of  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion.  He  call^  the  threat  to  withhold 
or  withdraw  funds  “intimidation, 
bullying,  and  putting  a  gun  to  the  head 
of  the  denomination.” 

“These  ‘fundamentalists’  have  a 
medieval  frame  of  mind:  they  are 
right  and  everyone  else  is  wrong.  1  am 
not  willing  to  create  an  authoritative 
arrangement  where  they  know  the 
‘mind  of  the  Lord’  and  all  the  rest  of 
us  become  servile  and  follow.  I  would 
give  up  my  Baptist  birthright  if  1 
listened  to  that  kind  of  pious  bullying  ” 
he  said. 

Dan  .Martin  is  Baptist  Press  news 
editor. 

GULFSHORE 
STAFF  REUNION 
for  staffers 

from  1962*1969  or  1978-1984 
MAY  3  (6:00  p.m.)  to 
MAY  4  (1:30  p.m.),  1985 
GULFSNORE  MPTUT  MSEMIIV 
Pass  Christian,  MS  39571 
CMtict  Frarit  SfeBMM  at  Ganabart 
for  additional  information. 


Nr  laaMy  aaS  law  Mess 
Walaca  Fay 
17t  Waatasar  Ir. 
narttiiala,  MS  SM14 

•0M24-int 


CHURCH  STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 
UIALI  CROSSES 

>  BAPTISTRY  UIATER  HEATERS  | 

coioniii  conTimpoKiRv  ino 
moD(Rn  OEsicns 
(SfCTiofi  WITH  comrsny 
CRinfS  mo  CflfWS  AUSIUBlf 
UlffITf  Off  cm  FOff  COlOff 
llTFffSTUfft  AHD  ffffOfOSAlS 

rou  fffff 

3152 

CfOffGIft  CAll 

comet 

404  993  9960 

GlfiS'StfCH  . 

f 0  eoM  410 
ffOSWKl  GA  300/7 


Muptmt 


God’s  concern  for  the  lost 


•  Uniform:  Faith  encounters  suffering 

•  Life  and  Work:  Listen  to  the  Lord! 

•  Bible  Book:  God’s  concern  for  the  lost 


Faith  encounters  suffering 


Employing  familiar  stories  about  a 
lost  sheep,  a  lost  coin  and  a  lost  son, 
Jesus  illustrates  his  concern  for  the 
lost. 

The  lost  sheep  (vs.  3-7).  A  sheep  is 
lost  and  the  concern  of  the  shepherd 
is  revealed  in  his  diligent  search.  He 
goes,  "after  that  which  is  lost,  until  he 
find  it”  (V.  4).  There  is  no  giving  up 
until  the  sheep  is  lifted  up  and  return¬ 
ed  to  the  fold.  The  sheep  is  lost  to 
security  and  steerage.  As  long  as  he 
is  away  from  the  shepherd  the  sheep 
may  be  attacked  by  wolves  or  at¬ 
tracted  to  wrong  direction  and 
whither  would  be  fatal.  The  lost  sheep, 
when  found,  is  returned  to  security 
and  steerage. 

This  is  the  place  of  rest  for  the 
Christian.  When  the  shepherd  finds 
the  sheep  he  places  it  on  his  shoulders. 
Every  person  needs  a  shoulder  to  cry 
on  and  a  shoulder  to  rest  on.  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the 
sheep,  has  a  shoulder  big  enough  and 
broad  enough  for  all,  and  still  have 
room  for  the  government. 


Luke  15:1-32 
By  Bill  R.  Baker 

The  lost  coin  (vs.  8-10).  The  coin  is 
lost  to  circulation  and  utilization; 
therefore,  it  is  of  no  use.  The  concern 
of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  lost  people  is 
illustrated  by  this  woman’s  concern 
for  her  lost  coin.  She  lights  a  candle 
and  engages  in  diligent  search.  Jesus 
Christ,  the  light  of  the  world,  has 
come  to  search  diligently  for  the  lost. 
When  the  coin  is  found  it  is  returned 
to  its  place  of  usefulness. 

The  lost  son  (vs.  11-32).  The  son  was 
lost  to  family  and  fellowship.  Typical 
of  the  sinner,  the  son  decided  to  go  his 
separate  way,  apart  from  his  father. 

He  no  doubt  leaves  in  a  spirit  of  ex¬ 
hilaration,  thinking  of  all  the  sights  he 
might  see,  sounds  he  might  hear,  and 
appetites  he  might  satisfy.  However, 
he  descended  from  exhilaration  to 
humiliation  when  he  came  to  himself 
in  a  pigsty.  He  returned  to  his  father 
where  he  was  received  and  restored 
to  family  and  fellowship. 

There  is  a  second  son  that  should  be 
observed.  The  younger  son  broke  his 


By  W.  Levon  Moore 
Job  3:2-3,  20  to  4:7 


father’s  heart  while  the  older  son  was 
out  of  sympathy  with  the  father’s 
heart.  'There  are  those  who  have  not 
deliberately  broken  the  Father’s 
heart,  but  may  be  out  of  sympathy 
with  the  Father’s  heart.  There  is  also 
a  third  son.  He  is  the  one  telling  the 
story  —  the  Son  of  God.  He  never 
broke  his  Father’s  heart  and  was 
never  out  of  sympathy  with  the 
Father’s  heart. 

The  activity  of  the  Trinity  is 
graphically  displayed  in  the  parable. 
The  shepherd  suffering  for  the  sheep 
reveals  the  ministry  of  the  Son;  the 
woman  seeking  the  coin  reveals  the 
ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  the  father 
receiving  his  son  reveals  the  ministry 
of  the  Heavenly  Father. 

Anything  and  anyone  out  of  proper 
relationship  is  lost  and  God’s  concern 
for  lost  people  prompts  him  to  seek 
and  to  save.  When  the  lost  is  foimd  he 
is  returned  to  security  and  steerage; 
circulation  and  utilization;  family  and 
fellowship. 

Baker  is  pastor.  First  Clinton. 


Listen  to  the  Lord! 


One  of  the  basic  implements  for  the 
construction  of  buildings  has  always 
been  the  plumb  line.  This  is  simply  a 
weight  ti^  to  the  end  of  a  string  which 
will  indicate  a  true  perpendicular 
relationship  to  the  earth.  By  such  a 
device  a  wall  can  be  tested  both  dur¬ 
ing  construction  and  at  a  later  date, 
against  an  invariable  standard.  If  the 
wall  leans  to  an  appreciable  extent,  it 
must  be  declared  unsafe  and  thus 
must  either  be  straightened  or  torn 
down. 

God  Stood  as  a  builder,  said  Amos, 
to  test  the  character  of  the  nation 
Israel.  Th^  plumb  line  represented  his 
own  revealed  righteousness  as  the 
standai^  by  which  his  people  must  be 
judged.  He  would  not  be  arbitrary  in 
his  decision  concerning  its  fate.  He 
would  first  set  an  absolute  standard 
alongside  Israel’s  deeds.  Then  he 
would  determine  his  action  by  her 
conformity  or  lack  of  conformity  to 
that  divine  standard.  Every  genera¬ 
tion  should  behold  the  plumb  line  set 
in  its  midst,  the  absolute  standard 
given  of  God  by  which  humanity  is 
held  accountable. 

Israel  failed  to  meet  the  test  of 
God’s  measurement.  Forgiveness  of 
the  nation  was  beyond  the  immediate 
hope  for  prophet  and  people.  God  says, 
“I  will  never  again  pass  by  them”  (v. 
8b). 

I 

Verse  9  describes  the  nature  of  the 
judgment  in  terms  of  its  effects  upon 
Israel’s  religious  and  political  institu¬ 
tions.  The  “high  places”  and  the 
“sanctuaries,”  that  is,  the  rural 
centers  of  worship  and  the  temples  at 
Bethel  and  Dan,  will  be  desolate  and 
laid  waste 


By  James  F.  Yates 
Amos  7:7-16a 

Desolate  does  not  mean  merely 
abandoned;  it  means  destroyed. 
Amos  was  not  condemning  the  high 
places  and  sanctuaries  of  Israel 
because  they  violated  the  law  of  one 
sanctuary.  Amos  condemned  them 
because  those  who  patronized  them 
were  corrupt.  'The  worshipers  at  such 
places  were  immoral,  intemperate, 
and  selfish.  __ 

Judgment  would  extend  to  the 
house  of  the  kind  (v.  9b).  The  royal 
court  was  condemned  along  with  the 
places  of  worship  and  for  the  same 
reasons.  The  king  and  his  nobles  were 
deeply  involved  in  the  abuses  which 
led  to  the  judgment  of  (jrod.  The  king 
in  Israel  was  the  representative  of 
God  and  was  to  rule  for  (irod.  His  rule 
was  to  be  marked  by  righteousness 
and  justice.  Jeroboam  II  had  reigned 
a  long  time,  but  his  domestic  policies 
had  allowed  poverty  to  become  op¬ 
pressive  and  injustices  to  flourish. 
'Therefore,  God  would  rise  up  against 
such  a  ruling  dynasty  with  a  sword. 

Men  and  nations  are  still  measured 
by  the  standard  of  God’s  right¬ 
eousness.  While  salvation  comes 
through  the  gift  of  God’s  grace,  the 
demands  of  righteousness  are 
heightened  by  the  revelation  of  (jiod  in 
Christ.  'The  use  of  the  plumb  line  is 
still  justified  imagery  for  God’s  in¬ 
sistence  upon  righteous  living  on  the 
part  of  his  diildren.  Judgment  awaits 
•  the  nation  or  individual  who  ignores 
this  relationship  to  the  righteous 
Judge. 

Amaziah,  the  priest  of  Bethel, 
detected  in  the  report  of  this  vision  a 
threat  against  the  king  and  the 
kingdom  as  well  as  his  own  sanctuary 


at  Bethel.  Amaziah  sent  a  word  of 
warning  to  King  Jeroboam  (v.  10).  He 
accused  Amos  of  conspiring  against 
the  king  in  the  midst  of  the  king’s  own 
people. 

After  Amaziah  reported  to  the  king, 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  prophet. 
Amaziah’s  command  was  simply  for 
Amos  to  get  out  of  the  country  and 
take  his  prophesying  with  him.  He 
probably  knew  that  Amos  was  from 
Judah,  so  he  told  him  to  go  back  to 
Judah  where  he  came  from.  The  ex¬ 
pression,  “eat  bread  there,”  may 
meah  simply  to  live  there.  Amaziah 
felt  that  if  he  could  only  get  Amos  to 
leave,  all  his  problems  would  be  solv¬ 
ed.  He  thought  Amos  was  his  problem 
when,  in  reality,  his  and  his  people’s 
sins  were  the  real  problems. 

Amos  did  not  flee.  Men  of  God 
generally  do  not  flee  when  trouble 
arises.  Instead,  Amos  stood  firm  and 
answered  Amaziah.  His  reply  dealt 
first  with  the  charge  that  he  was  a 
professional  prophet.  “I  am  no  pro¬ 
phet,  nor  a  prophet’s  son,”  Amos  said 
(V.  14) 

He  states  his  profession  as  being 
that  of  a  herdsman  and  a  cultivator 
of  sycamore  trees  (v.  14).  What  Amos 
seems  to  be  saying  is  that  he  was  no 
professional  prophet.  He  was  a  herds¬ 
man,  but  God  called  him  to  be  a  pro¬ 
phet.  Now  he  is  a  prophet  and  has  a 
message  from  God.  Amos  was  not  try¬ 
ing  to  evade  Amaziah’s  charge  by 
claiming  to  be  a  layman.  He  was 
simply  stating  that  his  authority 
came  not  from  man,  but  from  God. 

The  only  reference  Amos  makes  to 
his  call  is  in  v.  15.  Amos  is  saying  that' 
the  Lord  had  reached  down  and  taken 
him  from  his  life  as  a  shepherd,  thrust 


'The  lesson  for  this  week  is  entitled, 
“Faith  Encounters  Suffering.”  'The 
name  “Job”  is  generally  equated  with 
patience.  Hardy  souls  who  bear  the 
burdens  of  life  without  complaining 
are  often  spoken  of  as  “having  the  pa¬ 
tience  of  Job.”  Job  gave  the  world  a 
wonderful  example  of  the  virtues  of 
patience.  Yet,  Job’s  patience  was  the 
result  of  still  another  great  quality  - 
Faith.  Without  a  deep  and  abiding 
faith  in  God,  4^  would  have  shown  no 
patience  as  he  dealt  with  the  adver¬ 
sities  of  life. 

Job  lived  in  an  era  when  it  was 
generally  believed  that  the  righteous 
do  not  siiffer,  and  that  all  suffering  is 
a  direct  punishment  of  God  for  per¬ 
sonal  sin. 

According  to  the  first  two  chapters 
of  the  book  of  Job,  Job  was  the  most 
righteous  man  on  earth.  He  was 
described  as  a  man  who  was  “perfect 
and  upright,  and  one  that  fear^  God 
and  eschewed  evil”  (Job  1:1).  He  was 
blessed  with  a  large  family  and  much 
material  goods.  'This  material  pros¬ 
perity,  according  to  the  religious  con¬ 
cepts  of  the  time,  was  considered  an 
evidence  of  Job’s  sinlessness,  and 
God’s  reward  for  his  righteousness. 

The  devil  accutadmloh  -of  only 
pretending  to  have  great  faith  in  God 
in  order  to  obtain  material  and 
[^ysical  benefits  from  life  Satan  even 
challenged  God  to  take  away  the 
hedge  of  blessings  which  God  had 
built  around  Job,  and  watch  Job  curse 
God  to  the  face  (1:10-11). 

In  accepting  Satan’s  challenge,  (^ 
allowed  Job  to  be  placed  in  Satan’s 
power.  God  believ^  so  strongly  in 
Job’s  faith  and  integrity  that  he  was 
willing  to  allow  him  to  be  tested.  Job 
lost  his  material  possessions,  he  lost 
his  children,  and  ultimately  he  lost  his 
health.  His  suffering  was  so  great  that 
even  Job’s  wife  wanted  him  to  be 
taken  out  of  it.  She  admonished  him 
to  “curse  God  and  die”  (2:9). 

In  all  his  suffering,  the  faith  of  Job 
did  not  falter.  He  remained  true  to 
(rod,  and  was  later  rewarded  greatly 
for  his  faith.  His  experience  has  been 
a  beacon  light  of  hope  for  millions  who 
have  tossed  on  the  sea  of  suffering.  A 
study  of  Job’s  life  brings  several  facts 
into  focus. 

1.  Suffer  ing  is  universal 

Although  Job  cursed  the  day  -on 
which  he  was  bom,  he  ultimately 
came  to  see  that  he  was  not  alone  in 


him  into  the  role  of  a  prophet,  and 
given  him  a  definite  commission  to 
(xeach  to  the  people  of  Israel.  Without 
hesitation,  Amos  is  about  to  reiterate 
and  amplify  the  doom  which  God  had 
promis^  for  Israel. 

In  no  way  did  he  modify  ^or 
withdraw  his  previous  statement^  but 
rather  plant^  his  feet  firmly  and 
reaffirmed,  “Thus  saith  the  Lord”  (v. 
16a).  This  must  always  be  the  stance 
of  the  true  profit  of  God,  whether  of 
the  eighth  century  or  the  twentieth. 
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suffering.  All  people  suffer  to  one 
degree  or  another.  For  a  time,  certain 
individuals  appear  to  escape  the 
malady  of  human  suffering.  However, 
sooner  or  later,  everyone  must  endure 
sorrow  and  suffering  which  are  com¬ 
mon  to  man. 

2.  Suffering  is  never  easy 

No  one  likes  to  suffer.  Every  step 
possible  js  taken  to  avoid  pain  and  suf¬ 
fering.  Most  medicine  cabinets  are 
filled  with  medications  designed  to 
alleviate  pain  and  suffering.  Most 
strong  drugs,  including  alcohol,  are 
taken  in  an  attempt  to  forget  pain  or 
avoid  suffering.  Many  hospital  pro¬ 
cedures  are  perform^  with  one  ob¬ 
jective  in  mind  —  to  keep  the  patient 
from  suffering.  Even  the  knowledge 
that  others  are  suffering  does  not  take 
away  the  reality  of  one’s  own  pain. 

3.  Suffering  is  not  always  due  to 
one’s  personal  sin 

Many  of  us  have  experienced  suffer¬ 
ing,  grief  and  sorrow  due  to  our  own 
foolish  choices,  our  human  mistakes 
and  our  wilful  sins.  However,  many  of 
us  have  suffered,  not  due  to  our  own 
sins,  but  the  sins  of  others.  Some  of 
earth’s  most  godly  saints  have  been 
called  upon  to  suffer.  Even  men  and 
women  of  great  faith  have  en¬ 
countered  untold  hardship,  material 
deprivation,  and  physical  hurt. 

Even  those  who  demonstrate  the 
greatest  degree  of  faith  and 
righteousness  often  encounter  suffer¬ 
ing.  Jesus,  our  Lord,  is  the  world’s 
prime  example  of  this  truth.  Let  us  not 
be  surprised  when  even  the  best  of 
Christians  encounter  the  severe  tests 
of  human  suffering. 

If  you  are  called  upon  to  suffer,  or 
if  someone  you  love  is  often  the  vic¬ 
tim  of  pain’s  pressure,  just  remember 
Job’s  experience.  Persons  of  great 
faith  and  deep  spiritual  maturity  are 
not  immune  to  suffering.  c 

Moore  is  director  of  missions.  At-, 
tala  Association. 
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